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A Comparative Study of the Rights of Students with Special Needs in Al-
Quds University and the Hebrew University in View of the Convention of
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

Prepared by: Hiba Ali Jameal Atrash
Supervisor: Dr.Mouner Nusaybah

Co-Supervisor: Omar Yousef

Abstract

This study compares and contrasts the extent to which the rights of persons with
disabilities are realized on the ground on the institutional level in Al-Quds University and
the Hebrew University following Palestine’s and Israel’s accession to CRPD.

The study answers four main sub-questions: 1. Is Article (24) of CRPD relating to the
rights of persons with disabilities to education without discrimination and based on equal
opportunity fully implemented in Al-Quds and the Hebrew Universities? 2. What measures
are taken by both universities toward the implementation of Article (9) of CRPD
concerning the accessibility of persons with disabilities to the different facilities in both
universities? 3. What measures are taken by the universities toward implementing Article
(8) of CRPD concerning raising awareness on the rights of persons with disabilities? 4.
What practical measures are taken by the universities to ensure the protection and safety of
students with disabilities who are present on campus in time of armed conflict and state of
emergency pursuant to Article (11) of CRPD? Addressing these sub-questions will
facilitate finding answers to the main research question: What is the actual state of
implementing on the ground the CRPD issued by the UN on 13 December 2006 on the
services and administrative levels in Al-Quds and the Hebrew Universities ?

The sample for this study consisted of 50 persons from the administrative staff and
students with special needs from the two universities. Information and data collection was
based on personal interviews and relevant Palestinian, Israeli and international literature.
The findings of the study derived from the actual living circumstances in both universities.
The researcher reached the conclusion that Al-Quds and the Hebrew Universities seek to
achieve justice, equity and equality among all students and maintain the rights of students
with special needs. However, the study found that the level of organization and
institutionalization at the Hebrew University is more advanced and stronger than Al-Quds
University for various political, economic, legal and security reasons. Whereas the Hebrew
University follows a legal approach to dealing with students with special needs, the rights
of students with especial needs at Al-Quds University are maintained through acts of
charity and mercy.

The study recommends, inter alia, the establishment of a special unit in Al-Quds
University that would cater for the needs of students with special needs. The unit will have
a legal personality and comprise staff from all Palestinian ministries especially the
Ministry of Higher Education
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