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The use of the Islamic endowment to achieve the economic and social
development in the northern regions of the West Bank (Fact and hope)

Abstract

This research aimed at looking into the use of the Islamic endowment to achieve the
economic and social development in the northern regions of the West Bank (Tubas,
Qalgilia, Tulkarm, Nablus, Jenin, and Selfit) from 1994 to 2009. Besides, the study was
designed to realize the suitability of the endowment planning for knowing the drawbacks
of the endowment to develop the society economically.

Due to the lack of endowment properties in Palestine, and the lack of studies in such area
as well as the shortage of utility from these endowments.

In order to achieve these goals, the researcher used the descriptive analytic approach and
designed a questionnaire of 35 questions which was distributed on four aspects. The result
of the questionnaire was that the Islamic endowment has an effect of 61.2% on the
economic development which is a medium percentage. The Islamic endowment is being
employed to develop the working projects, support the farming units and improve the
endowment properties themselves. However, the lack of utility from the endowment
returns in small projects or to found others to solve the unemployment problem restrict the
effect of the endowment on the economic development.

The results of the study show a weak effect of the Islamic endowment on social
development in northern Palestine, which is estimated to be 59.8% which is a weak
percentage. Moreover, the planning for the employment of the Islamic Wagqf suits the
developmental needs of the Palestinian society society by 70.5% which is great. However,
endowment can be employed in a better way.

It also appears that the lack of accurate information about the Islamic endowment in
Palestine leads to the failure of the Islamic endowment to meet the needs of the Palestinian
society. Also, the Israeli aggressive treatment towards the endowment properties was the
worst drawbacks against the employment of the endowment to achieve the economic and
social development.

The conclusion of the study is summarized in the necessity to employ the endowment
returns to improve the properties themselves as well as the social facilities.
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