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Abstract:

This study aimed at identifying the degree of verbal intelligence among secondary stage
students and its relationship to their cognitive motivation towards English language in the
light of gender, educational stream and Directorate of Education variables. The researcher
adopted the descriptive correlation method due to its suitability to conduct such study. The
study population consisted of (4605) males and females students in the 11" grade in Jenin
District for the academic year 2018/2019, while a stratified cluster sample was chosen
and composed of (119) males and (158) females constituting (6%) of Study population.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher developed two
questionnaires. one of them is to measure the degree of verbal intelligence consisting of 22
items, and the other to measure the degree of cognitive motivation towards English
language and consisting of 20 items. The validity and reliability of the questionnaires were
verified before implementing the study.

The results of the study revealed that the degree of the verbal intelligence among 11" grade
students in Jenin District was medium with an arithmetic mean (3.24). The results also
showed that there were statistically significant differences at (¢<0.05) arithmetic means in
the degree of verbal intelligence among secondary stage students in Jenin District due to
gender variable in favor of females. Moreover, the results showed that there were no
statistically significant differences at (0<0.05) arithmetic means in the degree of verbal
intelligence among secondary stage students in Jenin District due to educational stream
and the Directorate of Education variables.

As for cognitive motivation towards English language, the results of the study revealed that
the degree of cognitive motivation towards English language among 11" grade students in
Jenin District was medium with an arithmetic mean (3.22). There were statistically
significant differences at (¢<0.05) arithmetic means in the degree of cognitive motivation
towards English Language among secondary stage students in Jenin District due to gender
variable in favor of females. Moreover, there were no statistically significant differences
at (0<0.05) arithmetic means in the degree of cognitive motivation towards English
Language among secondary stage students in Jenin District due to educational stream and
the Directorate of Education variables.

The results showed a positive correlation between the degree of verbal intelligence and the
degree of cognitive motivation towards English language among 11" grade students in
Jenin District. That means the higher the verbal intelligence, the greater the cognitive
motivation towards English and vice versa.

In the light of the results of the study, the researcher recommended the need to develop
strategies and educational methods that raise the degree of verbal intelligence among
students and increase their cognitive motivation towards the English language. The
researcher also recommended educators and supervisors to direct the attention of teachers
to the importance of verbal intelligence and cognitive motivation towards English



language. Further, Conducting other researches on the relationship between verbal
intelligence and cognitive motivation among students on different samples and using new
variables.
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Chapter One

1. Background of the study

1.1 Introduction

The world is facing a massive information revolution, as well as a rapid
development of science and technology. This huge revolution has contributed
many changes in various aspects of life. Undoubtedly, it affects students' lives

and their educational institutions.

In order to overcome these complex changes that encounter students who are
the most important element of the progress of our future, there is a need to
develop their verbal capabilities due to its direct contact with the mean of
communication which is the language. Moreover, students should be directed

to benefit from this vast amount of information and employ it properly.

Al Hawamdeh (2016) stated that Language is considered one of Gods greatest
blessing which man was gifted. It is also the primary need for every creature

in this world.

Zedan et.al (2013) also stated that language plays a significant role in many
aspects of our daily lives. Its role is not only restricted to communication,
rather it expands into the branches of knowledge and human sciences.



Therefore, developing students' verbal intelligence is not in vain. This type of
intelligence is considered one of the most frequently used in daily activities.
Besides, it is the intelligence related with the ability to use language and
express thoughts and opinions. Subsequently, we cannot expect to be able to

interact or convey thoughts easily without the use of words (Halil, 2017).

As for motivation, it is a process that starts with a lack whether psychological
or a drive aimed to satisfy a goal. Therefore, motivation is made up of needs
(lacks) which bring up drives (stimuli) that then help in achieving the goals
(Ritho, 2015).

Motivation is the key factor for success. In addition, it assists students to
overcome any unfavorable learning conditions they face in learning process
(Shousha,2018). Grajcevci and Shala (2017) agreed with Shousha and they

added that motivation is the most important factor in education.

Cognitive motivation is considered one of the motivations that affect
individuals’ mental process. It is also the power that pushes students to
perform actions in order to fulfill goals. This type of motivation assumes that
behavior results from continuous processing and analysis of information
Bshoty ( 2015« s<&).

Since the spread of English language and being the dominant international
language in different fields like trade, research, technology and tourism, it is
taught as the only foreign language in Governmental Schools of Palestine. As
a result, Palestinian students in general are poorly motivated to study English
(Chen, 2005).

Motivation is perceived as ignored parts of English Language teaching, and
teachers forget that it is an elementary part of learners' English Language
activities (Takaloo and Ahmadi ,2017).



This study aims to identify the degree of verbal intelligence among secondary
stage students and its relationship to their cognitive motivation towards

English Language in Jenin District.
1.2 Statement of the Problem

The sense of the problem stems from the work of the researcher as a teacher
of the English Language when the researcher attended one of the meetings
between the librarian and the students. It was noted that the librarian
complained from the students' weakness to attend the school library, the
decrease of students who participated in the reading challenge project which
was approved by the directorate of education, and the scarcity of borrowing

books related to English.

The researcher also noticed students' resentments of the language materials in

general and especially the English language subject.

After reviewing the previous studies, the researcher has a concern to find out
the relationship between the verbal intelligence among secondary stage
students and their cognitive motivation towards English language in Jenin
District.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

This study aims at:

1. ldentifying the degree of verbal intelligence among secondary stage
students in Jenin District.

2. ldentifying the degree of cognitive motivation towards English language
among secondary stage students in Jenin District.

3. ldentifying the role of some variables in the degree of verbal intelligence

among secondary stage students in Jenin district.



Identifying the role of some variables in the degree of cognitive motivation
towards English language among secondary stage students in Jenin
District.

Identifying the correlation between the degree of verbal intelligence and
the degree of cognitive motivation towards English language among

secondary stage students in Jenin District.

1.4 Questions of the Study

The study attempts to answer the following questions:

1.

What is the degree of verbal intelligence among secondary stage students
in Jenin District?

What is the degree of cognitive motivation towards English language
among secondary stage students in Jenin District?

Are there statistically significant differences in the degree of verbal
intelligence among secondary stage students in Jenin District due to
gender, educational stream, The Directorate of Education?

Are there statistically significant differences in the degree of cognitive
motivation towards English language among secondary stage students in
Jenin District due to gender, educational stream,The Directorate of
Education?

What is the correlation between the degree of verbal intelligence and the
degree of cognitive motivation towards English language among

secondary stage students in Jenin District?

1.5 Hypotheses of the Study

The first hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at

(o <0.05) arithmetic means in the degree of verbal intelligence among

secondary stage students in Jenin District due to gender.



