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Abstract

This study addresses the problem of the relationship between the

establishment of Mauritania and the political role of the army.

This study necessitated the need to explore domestic socio-political
local developments and the role of colonialism state’s estableshment.
The founding of the army, including its structure and characteristics, was
also studied in an effort to understand the influence of the army in the

political life of the country.

[t also explored its role in undermining civil governance
throughout the attempted transition to democracy beginning in 1978.
The study is limited to the geographical borders of the
and the historical Arabian Maghreb, Islamic Republic of Mauritania,

focusing  specifically on political and social developments between 1957 to

2005.

The researcher used an analytical historical methodology that sought to
identify the roots of the nation state and its institutions including the army.
[t also identifies the different stages and types of army intervention in

politics.

The study concludes that the emergence of the state of Mauritania in
1960 took place by dint of a colonial decree, and was enacted before the

completion of its institutions.

This made it incapable of fulfilling its constitutionally defined role,
which led to the continuous interference of the military establishment in its

affairs and the abortion of the democratic process



These interventions in turn resulted in the intermixing of political,
tribal and sectoral interests and motivations, which also combined with

foreign intervention.

This resulted in the retreat of political participation and public trust
in the future, and the feasibility of the electoral system itself. This evidences
the immaturity of the state’s institutions and the inability of the society to

protect the democratic process.

The researcher recommends further studies on the composition and
evolution of the Mauritanian state and the development of its socio-political
system, in addition to exploring the reasons which stand behind the
repeated intervention of the military in political life, and the setting back of

democratic transition.
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