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Civil Societies Role in Facing Judaizing the City of Jerusalem Through
both Education and Health Sectors

Prepared By: Hamdi Fawzi Rajabi
Supervised By: Dr. Abdel Karim Mezel

ABSTRACT:

This study tackles the issue of the role of the civil societies to face the judaizing process
of Jerusalem through education and health sectors.

The question of this study is: What is the role that civil societies plays in facing
Judaizing Jerusalem through both the Education and health sectors?

The main objective of this study is to know more about the role of the civil societies in

facing the Israeli process in judaizing Jerusalem through both sectors. This study also

aims to achieve other sub-objectives as follows:

1- To learn more about the Israeli Occupation actions of judaizing the education and
health sectors.

2- To learn more about the funding contribution in facing the judaizing process.

3- To search about the difficulties and obstacles that hinder developing the education
and health sectors in Jerusalem.

4- to think of the needs of the civil societies that help them develop and face the
judaizing actions in Jerusalem.

This study relies on the qualitative methodology to answer its main question, yet it
includes other data and quantity tables which were analyzed through qualitative analysis
to show the data indications. The study also depends on conducting interviews in order
to collect more information. In addition, a comprehensive survey was done on the
research sample which includes all civil societies working in education and health
sectors in Jerusalem. The interviews includes; seven education organizations, seven
health organizations and fourteen personal references.

The study has reached several important conclusions which are; the civil societies role
is actually limited in facing judaizing Jerusalem; for such societies lacks different
facilities and requirements though they were able to steadfast in maintaining the
Palestinian national identity.

The education sector shows that through carrying out several programs and activities

aiming at resisting judaizing education in Jerusalem, for example:

1- The civil socities are committed to regulations applied in the Palestinian Ministry of
Education; specially that concerning the Palestinian curriculum, which supports
maintaining the Palestinian national identity. The education sector in Jerusalem
supports endowments schools (Awgaf) which teaches the Palestinian curriculum as a
way of refusing to teach the Israeli one.



2- The civil societies works hard to improve the conditions of schools that teach the
Palestinian curriculum in Jerusalem by increasing extra classrooms, offering more
funding, increasing numbers of students and preparing teachers by training In order
to compete with schools which are supported by Jerusalem municipality and the
Israeli Ministry of education. Such organizations force schools in Jerusalem to join in
with them.

3- The civil societies exposed Israeli actions of judaizing education, such as
procrastinating issuing school licenses and restoring schools, disrupting teachers and
students from passing checkpoints. The civil societies raised awareness between
Jerusalemties specially students’ guardians to show how is it serious to accept the
idea of teaching the Israeli curriculum in Jerusalem schools. The civil education does
in fact address the international community as a way of facing the Israeli authorities
actions.

The health sector worked also hard through different programs and activities that aim at

confronting the Israeli policy of judaizing health sector, for instance:

1- In 2003, the civil societies established ‘Jerusalem hospitals network’ in order to
activate civil societies hospitals activities and facing forcing the Israeli compulsory
health insurance.

2- Cooperating between health sectors associations regarding financial revenues in order
to reduce financial deficit that the civil societies suffer. The civil societies agreed to
distance from negative competition between them, they focus now only on how
professional and specialized each society should be. Civil societies in health sector
also aims to cooperate more in order to upgrade the performance of the medical staff
working in the health sector in Jerusalem in order to face the hardships that the
Israeli authorities practice on Palestinians in Jerusalem.

The study shows what these associations suffer because the Israeli Occupation is
judaizing the education and health sectors in Jerusalem. The Israeli occupation obstacles
issuing licenses to constructing associations and imposing high financial cost on
expanding the buildings of existing societies. In contrast, the Israeli authorities attract
professionals to work in both sectors through generous offers and rewards or the
financial benefits that employees gain when they move to work in the Israeli
institutions. The Israeli authorities don’t further recognize graduates from AlQuds
University and some other Palestinian professional institutes, who are specialized in
working in the civil societies. The study ends up with the main conclusion which is
lacking fund is what makes it hard for the civil societies in both sectors to achieve their
goals.
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