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Environmental knowledge of the Agricultural Extension Agents in the West Bank
Abstract

The study aimed at measuring the level of the environmental knowledge of the agriculture
extension agents in the West Bank. In addition of studying the relation of the acquired
knowledge with several independent variables of the agents. The study sample consisted of
145 extension agents that represent about 77% of the population. A questionnaire consisted
of the following sections was used include; general environmental information, the
negative impact of non agricultural activities on agricultural environment, the effect of
agricultural activities on environment, and the role of extension on sustaining the natural
resources. The reliability coefficient was calculated for each section of the questionnaire, o
value ranged from 0.61 - 0.63, while o was 0.82 for all sections. Different methods of both
descriptive and analytical statistics were applied to the collected data including non
parametric tests. The analysis was based on a performed normality test.

Results showed that a large percent of the extension agents were of a high level of
environmental knowledge in the different sections surveyed (90%), the highest
percent was toward the negative impact of the non agricultural activities on agricultural
environment. The lower acquainted knowledge was toward the impact of agricultural
activities on environment. The results exhibited the effect of the demographical and
professional properties of the agents on the level of the environmental knowledge; it
included sex, specialization, education, type of work, participation in training courses and
the sources of the environmental information.

The study recommended the need of incorporating the environmental issues in agricultural
extension programs and the necessity of establishing a well known policy for enhancing
the role of extension in sustainable agriculture. The study emphasized on enhancing
cooperative work of training program that will mainly focused on the impact of
agricultural activities on environment and public health. The study encouraged the
inclusion of environmental courses in agricultural education. Finally, more focus should be
on environmental knowledge of agricultural extension agent directed mainly toward
females who are working in animal production and rural development.
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