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The impact of the National Plan 2008-2010 on the development of the
agricultural sector

Abstract

Agricultural planning is one of the most complex planning processes in terms of the
overlap of human factors and nature, and it is even more complex in the Palestinian
territories because of the changing conditions of economic, social and political conditions.

The main objective of this study is to determine the impact of the National Plan 2008-2010
on the development of the agricultural sector in the provision of support services, through a
descriptive and analytical methodology, that adopted a review of the literature and
interviews with a number of players in the sector.

The importance of the study is represented in the importance of the agricultural sector for
the Palestinian economy. It is the third sector to absorb labor in Palestine, so this study will
contribute in collecting information about the sector and figure out the obstacles facing this
sector.

The study sample included a number of farmers as well as a number of key actors in the
agriculture sector and decision-makers in the development plans.

The study included questions and hypotheses looking into the impact of the National Plan
2008-2010 on the development of the agricultural sector in the provision of support
services, and the correspondence between the development plans and the overall objectives
of the strategy for the agriculture sector.

The study used the descriptive approach so that data are collected either from primary
sources such as books and references and through the special questionnaire for each
category (farmers, the main actors in the agricultural sector), and the data were analyzed
through a qualitative analysis of the development plans as well as the analysis of matrices
of the environmental impact of influencing factors.

The results of the study of the impact of the development plan on the agricultural sector,
show that the priorities of the agriculture sector reflect significantly the national objectives
of the plan, it was found that the largest amount has been allocated for an embodiment of
the steadfastness of the citizens, farmers, and the stick to land ratio reached (31%) of the
operational budget, while the interest in natural resources and sustainable development
reached (24%). Also (27%) was allocated to build the institutional and legal framework,
while the interest in infrastructure and improvement of production was minor, where
(11%) was allocated for each. As well as the operational plan in general has not been
allocated a great budget, it did not reach up to approximately (6 million shekels) and this
amount is very small compared to the importance of the agriculture sector in terms of its
contribution to the gross national product or in the proportion of its staff in addition to its
political and national importance.

The study shows that there is a correlation between the national objectives and the
agricultural plan, but it showed the urgent need to institutionalize the agricultural plan and



the use of institutional building for many of the components of the agriculture sector, it
was noted that the plan did not save the role of the private sector of agriculture
significantly.

Among the recommendations of this study, the agricultural sector must be given more
importance, through giving more attention to the programs and projects being implemented
in the agricultural sector and aim to minimize the problems facing the development and
progression of this vital sector.
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