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The role of governmental and civil institutions in the development of
forests in the West Bank

Abstract

This study is scheduled to identify the role of the formal and civil organizations at the
management and development of the woods in the West Bank, through the identification of
the actual authorized organizations of managing and developing the woods, the study
aimed; also at identifying the mechanisms and regular procedures at managing and
developing the woods, and the capabilities of the authorized governmental organizations,
and to identify the most significant technical and organizational hindering that encounter
the management and development of the woods. Besides; the study aimed to identify the
evaluation of the working governmental and civil organizations at the environmental
domain of protecting the woods as part of the natural environment and the possible means
to develop the woods from their point of view.

The study was based on the descriptive method, as the information and statistics were
gathered through an interview questionnaire where the interview was made with general
managers and department managers at the governmental and civil organizations dealing
with the woods development, besides to a questionnaire of two parts; “independent
variables” which consisted of: sex, age, educational qualification and years of experience,
and dependent variables”. The questionnaire was distributed to the study’s community
consisting of the (34) government and civil working organizations at the environment
domain in the West Bank, the study was accomplished during the period of June 2006 to
March 2009. To achieve the answers for the related questions the method of percentage,
mathematical means and indicatives curves was used.

The study came to the conclusion that the actual responsibility for managing and
developing woods falls on the Ministry of Agriculture within the department of Woods and
Meadows which practices several procedures to manage and develop the woods, but all
these procedures are not sufficient, as a result of many obstacles, the most important of
them is the policy of the Israeli occupation and his control over the land; particularly in
areas “b and ¢” where most of the woods are concentrated, besides to the Israel refusal to
hand the maps and special surveys of the woods to the Palestinian side, and there is the
lack of sufficient funding and the lack of expenditure sources, the matter that was reflected
on the projects and priorities of development, and the lack of organizational and executive
regulations at the law of environment and agriculture, the matter that effects its executive
powers. Discussing the authorized departments capability the study also concluded that
there are enough studies and statistics; but these have to be modernized, as they were
conducted by the Ministry of Agriculture, but were in need for other sides to monitor these
information. There is also the need to provide a good quality of well qualified and trained
cadre, some suitable infrastructure such as nurseries which need rehabilitation and
equipments of agricultural production and the equipment for fighting the simple
agricultural disease, and the absence of heavy equipment and communication means.

As to the role of government and civil organizations on protecting the woods and natural
environment, the most significant conclusions, from the answers expressing the point of
view of those who answered the questionnaire, the conclusions pointed that the role of the
government departments for managing and developing the woods and natural environment

<



is of medium level accompanied by similar coordination between the different
departments, but the absence of the work and evaluation policy of the environmental effect
of the projects was of great negative effect on the woods and natural environment in the
West Bank, besides to the great difficulties that encounter the process of woods
development on the lands of the Palestinian National Authority and the weakness of the
natural environment management government organizations. There was a great acceptance
at the woods development within the natural environment through the activation of the
Palestinian law and the community participation and the development projects.

The researcher finished the study by putting forward some recommendations; Starting
some projects that may make the woods of certain economical benefit that may help in
reducing the poverty crisis at the neighboring areas of the woods such as environmental
tourism and mushroom growing..., in addition to increasing the environmental awareness
about the importance of woods and involving the community participation in managing the
woods in order to keep it from the citizens’ violations.

Demanding the help of the international society and donors to provide financial aid in
order to develop the woods and setting this aim within the Palestinian priorities, and
activating the environmental laws through preparing executive and organizational
regulations, and the coordination between the environmental departments and the Ministry
of Agriculture, providing the suitable cadre for the government departments, and putting an
end to the inhabitants’ violations on the woods and the natural environment.
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0 Hebron - ' ' Tl 10
i5 KanarDura 129 T a3 0 g FERNT

76 Wadi-Khazin 500 250 350 & ;_{I'_?'nl sy 16

17 Wadi-Em Hadueh 0 250 100 agia sl o 17
Total district 879 0.4% 629 02% 250 04% il

1 Bethlehem ;

2 Bursk Sulaiman - 150 T 0 doadady 2
Total district 150 0.1% 150 0.0% 0 0.0% Bl SE ¢ e
Total ~ A 19824 B81% 20,774 6.9% 0 0.0% Eo VR e

B

" Jenin ﬁ !

Z AMghaie @ TTTTTT 4 3 a3

3 Der Abu Daief 945 1,346 -500 Uad gl g0 8

10 Al-Sa'ada n 560 560 e 12

15 Frasein 500 1,320 -520 ) G g 75
Total district 1386 0.0% 5,266 11% -1,880 -0.6% AR S B e

£ Tuikarm
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A-B- District/

-~

‘-f/u.,':' R

Type Area {don) - (#15: } i
¢ Forest
1999 1072 1972 - 1999
! Nur Shams 561 561 0 el iy f
Total district 5681 0.2% 561 0.29% 0 0.0% S UE £ jana
< Nablus
Z Jisir Al-Malagi B 370 0
Total district 370 02% 370 0.1% 0 0.0%
7 Ramallah
5 Der Nizam 28 | ———— 28 0 3
7 Al Hashmi 300 300 0 ) = 7
Tatal district 328 0.1% 328 0.1% 0 0.0% Bl GUE £ e
0 Hebron NS
4 Wadi-Al Qof -Tim 30 a0 0 i st {2y
7 Torpl-Saffa 850 900 -50 T Gaam 7
& Beit-Ula, Nuba, Kharasa 1450 1,550 -100 AN a8
'3 Sheb Al Hsainiat 120 220 -100 Slluanll cnd 13
18 Ein-Emran B 124 424 -300 )  GipE e 18
Tolal district 2894 12% 3444 11% 550 -0.2% =
/1 Bethlehem
4 zaaa BT 185 0
Total district 185 0.1% 185 0.1% 0 0.0%
Total. ‘B -, 5724 2.4% 8,154 2.7% 0 0.0%
c
T Jenin
z Aiwghair g 400 0
7 Al Nasser 1.200 1,200 0
9 Ezz El Dein - 1,583 1733 150
?7 Ya'bad + Qasser Shaked o 6,000 " 6,000
!Z Um Al-Rehan h 3,000 3,000 0
73 Anin 2,050 2,050 0
14 Zibda o 3.228 3,228 0
16 Arraba 150 500 -350
17 Barta'a i 0 6,000 -6,000
22 Rummana 0 500 -500
<4 Al Tyba 400 400 0
28 Ta'ennik 0 200 =200
Total district 18211 B.7% 23411 9.7%-13,200 -4.4%
2 Tulkarm N
tNurShams sy 627 0
Total district 627 0.3% 627 0.2% G 0.0%
3 Tubas
2 Tayasir ' 12,000 12,000 ]
4 Satah Al Dein 300 300 0
5 Lihif Jader 8.250 8,250 0
£ Salheb 500 500 0
7 Yarzza 5,000 5,000 0 o a7
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/

AB- District/ Area (don) - (s ) ik v S [l
C  Forest
1259 1972 1972 - 1999
8 Al-Matin 6.800 7,000 -200 S K
§ Wadi El-Khishna 64,120 65,000 -880 HTUN
10 Yabarees 55,000 55,000 0 Dot 10
17 Ibzeeq 10.000 10,000 0 g 7
Total district 161.970 66.5% 163,050 54.0% .1,080 -0.49 S GE ¢
4 Nablus ' _ U...LL;“ 4
5 Asera Al Shamalia T 0T e, 102 a3
£ Jerzim 55 556 -500 Caa 4
5 Al-Tur 192 240 48 a5
6 Ei'ehal 300 300 0 ds 6
7 Der-Al-Hatab 0 350 -350 Skl e 7
8 Azmout 800 1,000 00  hpr 8
Total district 1448 06% 2548 0.8% -1,100 -0.4% B G e
2 Qa'lqiha ' ' .
2 AiNabiBlias T 7 282 0
3 Al Thabib 120 ' 155 -35
4 Asla 2,150 2,300 50
5 Al-Goffan 0 155 -155
& Kufur Lagif a0 2,000 -1,910

Total district

2,642 1,1% 4,892 1.6% -2,250 -0.7%

6 Selfit
7 Wadi Qana AlShargi T T T T 0 ’
Z Wadi Qana Al-Gharbi 5105 505 4,500
3 Wadi Qana Al-Farubi 1,575 a8 -200
4 Al-Saraij - 2,000 2,000 o
5 Al-Aroudn, etc. 2785 a7 "o
5 Al-Balla 2470 2,470 0
7 Jabal-Al-Deeb 4600 1600 3,000

Total district 19325 79% 12,025 4.0% 7,300 2.4%
7'R'an"1mlah : ! - . N
! UmSafta T Ty 228 0
Z Medarous - 900 1,400 -500
3 Wadi Almalagi 1,200 1,700 500
4 Khalit Talin 400 800 400
& Nabi Gheit 27 27 0

Total district 2755 11% 4,155 14% -1,400 -0.5% S CRE g s
P e AL e — :
! Beitlksa Y 470 0
2 Al-Aizaria 1,000 1,700 -700
3 EinFara 0 100 -100
4 Anata 400 400 0
5 Al-Qabo 350 350 0 )

Total district

3,020 1.0%

-800 -0.3%

Y Hebron
7 Abu 55&;{ .
Z Al-Qarn

Gt

3_20 — 200
.-iﬁj - G
Page 3 of 4
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A-B- District/

Type Area (don) - () bl U fiiaa

G Forest

1999 1972 19721999

3 Sanabreh-Zaguga 1230 1,220 0 Bic,fiybd 3
5 Wadi-Al Qof - Qibra 700 70 0 afdl gy 5
6 AHusein Camps 1,500 1,500 0 el s 6
§ Ein-Helwas + Jaba'a 600 o 400 Cpalolaoe 9
10 Shaka'k ASuss 200 T I wagal jlid 10
11 Aroud Al Qeqab 170 B I Gl ays 11
12 Khalet Al-Fageh 0 150 450 ) w12
14 Sheb-Hashim 150 150 0  JBos M
19 AkMlamieh 418 M 0 I YT
20 Knal Abu Ash'rah 250 250 o e g e 20
21 Rabud o 460 50 a0 i, 21
Total district 6551 27% 6611 22% 20 0.0% il GYE p
11 Bethlehem Gy 11
”1 Harmala 15 ""7-5' - ' 0 B dap _7
3 AbuGhnaim 9 w0 %0 T kg 2
5 Nahaln 1700 850 850 TR
6 Wadi ALBiar g5 " 0 S ey 6
7 UmalAsafic 208 298 0 sl ) 7
Total district 2158 00% 2258 O07% -100 0.0% Cliad) e ¢ goaa
12 Gaza ] o;x: 2
7 TOTAL 2000 w0 4000 T e
Total district 2000 08% 42,000 13.9%-40000 -13.3% Al S ¢ yana
Toll: C ¥, 217,947 895% 270,597 89.7%-40,000 -13.3% Bl b fgan
Total Forest 243,495 301,705 -58,210 -19% cliad EMI
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nagam_assaf2004@yahoo.com:
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35-19[] 18] 1
50 ] 49 — 36[] '
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26 [] 25 -21[] 20 - 16[] '
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10

10

11

12

13
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14

15

16

17

18
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2008 /10/ :
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113



114



— N M < 1O ©O© M~

99

100
101
103
107
108
112

115



27
32
37

39
47
50
59
60
61
61
62
66
70
71
73
75
75
77
78
78
80
80
81

1.1

................... 1970 1.2
2.2

3.2

4.2
5.2
6.2
1.3
2.3
3.3
43
53
6.3
7.3
1.4
2.4
3.4
4.4
5.4
6.4
7.4
8.4
9.4
10.4



84

85

86

86

87
88

117

11.4

12.4

13.4

14.4

15.4
16.4



21
23
35

43
43

45

118

)

1.2
2.2
3.2
4.2

5.2

6.2

7.2

8.2



LN D B~ W W W W =

0 o0 J O

1.1
2.1
3.1
4.1
5.1
6.1
7.1
8.1

1.2
2.2
3.2

.................... Natural Environment 1.3.2
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11
11
15
15
16
17
18
18
19
20
21
25

25
26

27

28
30
30
31
36
36
37
37
38
38

................................... Forest

..... Constructel Environment

s Jiliall

120

2.3.2
3.3.2
4.2

5.2
1.5.2
2.5.2
1.2.5.2
2252
3.2.5.2
4252
5.2.5.2
3.5.2
4.5.2
552

1.5.5.2
1.1.5.5.2
2.1.5.5.2

3.1.5.5.2

2552
3.5.5.2
1.3.5.5.2
6.5.2
7.5.2
1.7.5.2
2.7.5.2
3.7.5.2
4.7.5.2
5.7.5.2



39
40
42

42
44
45
47
48
50
51
52
53
53
54
55

55

57
57
57
59
59
60
60
61
62

:2007 1.7.2
....................................... 2006
.............. 2006 \
...... 2004
......... 2003 UNEP
....................................................... 2003

6.7.5.2

8.5.2
95.2

1.9.5.2
2.9.5.2
3.9.5.2
10.5.2
6.2
7.2

7.2
7.2
7.2
7.2
7.2

O

8.2

1.3
2.3
3.3
4.3

.1.4.3
243
3.4.3
443
543



62
63
63
63
64
64
65
66
67

69

69
71

77

77

78

79
79
81

.6.4.3

53
1.5.3
253

6.3
1.6.3
2.6.3

7.3

8.3

1.4
2.4

1.2.4

242

3.4.2

4.4.2

3.4
4.4

.1.4.4



82

86

88

90

91

91

92

95
115
116
118
119

123

54

6.4

7.4

1.5

2.5

3.5

4.5



