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The role of civil society organizations in promoting political participation
in the governorate of Bethlehem

Abstract

This study aimed at determining the role of civil society organizations in promoting
political participation in the governorate of Bethlehem, which is not limited only to its
traditional activities regarding the Palestinian society, but has a national-political role in
the process of democratization and political participation and support of the Palestinian
community in its national struggle against occupation and building its independent state.
The study has consisted of civil society organizations licensed in the governorate of
Bethlehem.

The study used a sample survey method, where the researcher built a questionnaire as
study tool, which contained two sections and five axes. The first section covers general
information concerning members of the sample. Section II includes 69 procedural
paragraphs came in five axes: First, the social sphere, the second axis: the political sphere,
third axis: the religious sphere, fourth axis: the economic sphere, axis fifth: the relationship
between civil society organizations and the Palestinian Authority.

Results of the study showed that total degree of researched views on the role of civil
society organizations in promoting political participation was moderate, and that the view
of researched views regarding the role of civil society organizations in connecting to the
mentioned axes, were as follows: economic axis - high degree, social axis - average
degree, political axis - average degree, axis of the relationship between civil society
organizations and the Palestinian Authority - average degree, and religious axis - average
degree. The study also showed the presence of statistical differences due to the variables of
sex, marital status, place of residence and political affiliation. While the results of the study
showed the presence of differences attributable to religion variety on both religious and the
relationship with the authority levels in favor of Christianity. The study showed
differences attributable to age group of 20 or below and in favor of the age group 41 and
over, on both political and religious levels. Also it showed differences attributable to
education degree in favor of Diploma holders on the religious level. It showed also
differences attributable to degree of satisfaction at the political and social levels in favor of
the researched views with a high degree of satisfaction with the services of these
organizations. The study also showed differences attributable to the nature of the
profession in favor of government employees on the economic level

Based on the results of the study, the researcher provides a set of recommendations, most
importantly: on one hand, the need to support the efforts of civil society organizations and
its programs aimed at strengthening the role and capacity development of the younger age
groups. On the other hand, not marginalize the age group 41 and over, for their political
awareness and in order to benefit from their experiences. The need to strengthen
cooperation and coordination between the Palestinian Authority and civil society
organizations, with the importance of mainstream national programs aim at raising the
level of organizational performance and focus their goals to conform with the priorities and
needs of Palestinian civil society and its national programs including the promotion of the
principles of democracy and freedom of expression and dialogue between religions.



The researcher also emphasizes on the necessity of activating the mechanisms of legal,
administrative and financial control in order to actualize the principle of transparency and
oversight reciprocity in order to serve the supreme national interests of the Palestinian
people and their national objectives.
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