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Hamas and the 2006 Second Palestinian L egislative Council Elections

Prepared by: Ahmad Mustafa Shihada Zaid

Supervisor: Dr. Mahmoud M ohammad Muhareb

Abstract:

Hamas consistency, resistance and sacrifices pléyediggest role in its ascendance,
popularity and victory within the Palestinian sdgielhe decision of Hamas to participate
in the 2006 parliamentary elections stemmed fromeisg reasons that include: its
scarifies especially in Al Agsa intifada; and amswaar to those who link Hamas to
terrorism after September 11, 2001. After Shara@gastation of Oslo agreement when
his military army re-occupied the West Bank, Hatas joined the Palestinian dialogue in
Cairo, leading all Palestinian groups to join thgislative council elections.

As a result of winning the elections, Hamas fornieel government, and as result of its
refusal of the Israeli-American and the internaglo@uartet's conditions, a siege was
enforced on Hamas to cause its failure. This wdkvwed by division among the
Palestinians that was negatively reflected on thked®inian political system, leading to
fragmentation within the Palestinian society ansirdegration of the Palestinian social
fabric.

The study investigates the participation of Hamas/&ent into the second Palestinian
Legislative elections in 2006. The research hasi@u the period between November
2004 (Death of President Yaser Arafat) and Jang@f6 (Second Legislative elections)

with a spotlight on periods prior to this in orderserve the objectives of the research.
The impressive achievement of Hamas in the 200&iefes was the major driving force
for this researcher to carry out this study on Hanaad the Palestinian legislative
elections, highlighting the reasons and effectshed successAs much as possible, the
study has taken into account the seriousness, tohijecprofessionalism, and neutrality
despite the subjective conditions in which we liveerefore, the historical methodology
was used in the research; in addition, the corgealysis was also employed supported by
interviews as a means of research.

The study found out that Hamas movement was thgebigbeneficiary of the second
Palestinian elections which adopted the districiteay (the first part of the election
system); therefore, the movement and its indepdaralkes won 49 seats. In the relativity
list, however, (the second part of the electiontesyy Hamas only won 29 seats. Many
factors and reasons led to Hamas success in tbadéegislative elections; it seems that
the main reason was Hamas' excellent readinesd basiés continuous work on all fronts
from the moment it decided to participate in thigceons. The participation of security
forces members in the elections was in favor oélraince the great majority of them are
affiliated to Fateh. The Christian vote was alst indavor of Hamas as Hamas failed to
make alliance with Christian candidates in the WRemtk as compared to Gaza where a
Christian candidate ran with Hamas and was eleé¢iedlly, the failure of independent-



and left wing-candidates to win any seat excepsalsupported by Hamas reflects the low
popularity of such candidates compared to eithen&taor Fateh candidates.

The study, firstly, recommends that on the nexislagve elections, there is a need to
adopt the relativity list system completely in arde create a legislative council that
achieves the national partnership and politicaltiplidity. This will give a bigger role for
political parties and movements.On the other hatanas must accept the democratic
rules, and at all times, shall accept what the ntgjadictates. Also, Hamas shall
encourage confidence towards democracy and renears find uncertainties that other
Palestinian factions may have towards its poliges;alism and political partnership. The
participation of Hamas in the elections and in fRalestinian Authority and PLO
institution is an important element in promotinglatrengthening the role of the PLO and
the Palestinian Authority.
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