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The role of Zakat Committees in Achieving Development in the North of
the West Bank

Abstract

The study was conducted on the Zakat Committees in the north districts of the West Bank
(Nablus, Tubas, Jenin, Tulkarm, Qalgelia). It aimed at knowing the role of Zakat
committees in achieving development in the northern West Bank from the viewpoint of
beneficiaries in the following points: the role of Zakat committees in social, health and
economic development, and it also aimed at determine the impact of the variables of (sex,
age, qualifications, social status, the average monthly income, and district) in the role of
Zakat committees in achieving development.

The study is based on the descriptive method for its suitability to its purposes using two
tools: the questionnaire which was handed to the beneficiaries to know their views and the
interview of the directors and the employees of the Zakat Committees, the questionnaire
was distributed to a sample of the research community (10%), the sincerity and reliability
of the questionnaire were examined, and it indicated a degree of stability of (0.94), and the
researcher adopted many of the secondary sources constituted of books ,and publications
of the Committees, as well as many of the studies and the literature and previous research
on the subject of this study, and to answer the questions and the hypotheses of the study the
researcher used the frequencies, the percentages, and T test for independent samples, and
One Way Anova test (analysis of variance test), and (Scheffe) test for after comparisons to
examine the study hypotheses.

The study results showed that Zakat committees play a simple role in achieving
development in the districts of the north of the West Bank through executing several
projects , programs, and activities for the benefit of social and economical development
such as health, education, industry, trade, and agriculture, and related services. Zakat
committees were able to communicate and to cooperate with governmental and non
governmental organizations to benefit the society. But through these programs the
committees were not able to solve the problem of poverty and unemployment , and they
did not plan to conduct developmental projects for the families, they only offered some
money and material aids, and they encouraged education, and build educational
organizations in a simple form, and this was only in the city and did not spread to other
villages in the districts. They did not build higher education buildings, In some committees
there were no institutions of the Zakat Committee, there was a weakness and a shortening
of the commissions process, cultural awareness to community members on the work of
Zakat funds and promoting the output of the Zakat committees.

Committees also worked on economic development in a simple form and their
implemented projects did not have success due to the lack of proper planning for such
projects, committees have worked on health by building health clinics and hospitals in the
city and did not include the rest of the district with the exception of Nablus, which worked
well in this area across the district, almost, and there was a difference in the mechanism of
action, programs and projects committees working on due to administration of the
committees and their ability to attract funding and access to the outside and the level of
education and planning.
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