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Abstract
The title of the dissertation

The Role of the Village in the Palestinian Revolution from 1936 -1939

By
Salameh Abdulla Salameh Ladadweh

This dissertation is part of the requirements for

M.A in Contemporary Arab Studies

Al-Quds University, 2004/2005

This Dissertation tries to shed light on the role of the Palestinian
village, the degree of its participation in the revolution, the burdens
and sacrifices made by the villagers, the nature of the relationship
between the village and the city, the role of the British Mandate and
the Zionist movement. Driving a wedge between the people of the
village and those of the city, as well as the other sections and classes
of the Palestinian society. In addition, this dissertation has focused
on the impact of the British Mandate, on the different aspect of the
Palestinian life in general and the Palestinian village in particular.
The previously mentioned questions and topics will be discussed in
four chapters.

Chapter One starts with a historical introduction to the
Palestinian situation marked by western, mainly British and Zionist
political interest in Palestinian, which took two basic forms. The first
form is file Jewish immigration and their used by the Jews and the
relevance between the countries where the Jews immigrated from,
the political and economics roots of those immigrants and their
immigration to Palestine as well as the other reasons behind the
increase in the Dumber of immigrants such as the role of the British
Mandate measures, the Mandate document and Belford Declaration.
The second form deals with settlement activities and of land through
different and unlawful methods and tricks. It also addresses the role
of Palestinians m combating this policy and defending Palestinian
land and nation. In this chapter, it appears that the Palestinian land
has become the center of the Palestinian life as it is the essential
source of livelihood and its loss signifies an attempt to uproot the



Palestinians. Therefore, the Palestinians proved their readiness to
die in defense of their country. This disproves the allegation that the
Palestinian peasants had sold their land to the Zionist
movement. In fact, big Arab and Palestinian land owners are
those who really sold their lands. The sale of these large areas of
land, unfortunately, helped in extending the area of land controlled
by the Jews and accelerating the establishment of the Jewish entity.
This chapter also reviews the circumstances, including the British
and Jewish malpractices, which forced the Palestinians to carry
arms and rebel against the Mandate Authorities.

Chapter two: this chapter addresses the concept of the revolution
and the historical legacy in the Palestinian life from the 17dl century
up to 1936 through presenting and discussing a group of revolutions
such as '"Nugaba Revolution’ the 'Revolution against Ibrahim Basha'
in 1925 and 1920 against the British Mandate, 'Al- Buraq
Revolution’ '1929 and1933 Revolution' and 'Al Qassam Revolution'
in 1935. The previous mild and mini revolutions have led the
Palestinians to believe in the futility of the peaceful technique,
something which led to the development of armed struggle mentality
among the Palestinians as an effective means to realize their goals
and objectives. In this chapter, it appears that the revolution was
deeply rooted and therefore renewable, tenable, viable and not a
passing event. This chapter also presents the various stages that the
revolution had passed through. It concludes with both the positive
and negative results created by the revolution.

Chapter three deals with the relationship between the village and
the city from different perspectives: political, economic, social and
the role of the British Mandate and the Zionist movement in driving
a wedge between them.. In addition, this chapter shows the failure of
the British and the Zionist Movement in their divisive policy which
aimed at splitting people in line with the slogan: divide and rule. It
also appears, in this chapter, that the village had the upper hand in
running and controlling the revolution.

Chapter four. this chapter details the effective role of the villagers
in the revolution by proving that statistically, in terms of their
involvement, sacrifices and losses . This chapter also reviews the
consequences of the British Mandate policy on the village.



The conclusion: the researcher concludes that the village
played an essential and effective role in the revolution. In fact,
the revolution had been mainly peasants- based, peasants- run
and peasants - recruited. it instill the spirit of sacrifice and co-
operation among the various sections of the Palestinian society.

End of Abstract
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This Dissertation tries to shed light on the role of the Palestinian village, the degree of its
participation in the revolution, the burdens and sacrifices made by the villagers, the nature
of the relationship between the village and the city, the role of the British Mandate and the
Zionist movement. Driving a wedge between the people of the village and those of the city,
as well as the other sections and classes of the Palestinian society. In addition, this
dissertation has focused on the impact of the British Mandate, on the different aspect of the
Palestinian life in general and the Palestinian village in particular. The previously mentioned
questions and topics will be discussed in four chapters.

Chapter One starts with a historical introduction to the Palestinian situation marked by
western, mainly British and Zionist political interest in Palestinian, which took two basic
forms. The first form is file Jewish immigration and their used by the Jews and the relevance
between the countries where the Jews immigrated from, the political and economics roots
of those immigrants and their immigration to Palestine as well as the other reasons behind
the increase in the Dumber of immigrants such as the role of the British Mandate measures,
the Mandate document and Belford Declaration. The second form deals with settlement
activities and of land through different and unlawful methods and tricks. It also addresses
the role of Palestinians m combating this policy and defending Palestinian land and nation.
In this chapter, it appears that the Palestinian land has become the center of the Palestinian

life as it is the essential source of livelihood and its loss signifies an attempt to uproot the



Palestinians. Therefore, the Palestinians proved their readiness to die in defense of their
country. This disproves the allegation that the Palestinian peasants had sold their land to the
Zionist movement. In fact, big Arab and Palestinian land owners are those who really sold
their lands. The sale of these large areas of land, unfortunately, helped in extending the
area of land controlled by the Jews and accelerating the establishment of the Jewish
entity. This chapter also reviews the circumstances, including the British and Jewish
malpractices, which forced the Palestinians to carry arms and rebel against the Mandate
Authorities.

Chapter two: this chapter addresses the concept of the revolution and the historical
legacy in the Palestinian life from the 17dl century up to 1936 through presenting and
discussing a group of revolutions such as 'Nugaba Revolution' the 'Revolution against
Ibrahim Basha' in 1925 and 1920 against the British Mandate, 'Al- Burag Revolution'
1929 and1933 Revolution' and 'Al Qassam Revolution' in 1935. The previous mild and
mini revolutions have led the Palestinians to believe in the futility of the peaceful
technique, something which led to the development of armed struggle mentality among
the Palestinians as an effective means to realize their goals and objectives. In this
chapter, it appears that the revolution was deeply rooted and therefore renewable,
tenable, viable and not a passing event. This chapter also presents the various stages
that the revolution had passed through. It concludes with both the positive and negative
results created by the revolution.

Chapter three deals with the relationship between the village and the city from
different perspectives: political, economic, social and the role of the British Mandate
and the Zionist movement in driving a wedge between them.. In addition, this chapter
shows the failure of the British and the Zionist Movement in their divisive policy which
aimed at splitting people in line with the slogan: divide and rule. It also appears, in this
chapter, that the village had the upper hand in running and controlling the revolution.

Chapter four. This chapter details the effective role of the villagers in the revolution
by proving that statistically, in terms of their involvement, sacrifices and losses .This
chapter also reviews the consequences of the British Mandate policy on the village.

The conclusion: the researcher concludes that the village played an essential and effective role in the
revolution. In fact, the revolution had been mainly peasants- based, peasants- run and peasants -
recruited. it instill the spirit of sacrifice and co-operation among the various sections of the Palestinian

society.

End of Abstract



