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Abstract

This study was conducted at a time the Internatimstitutions are seeking to move
forward towards involving the private sector in tlklevelopment process, and
providing support to governments to encourage theradopt the policy of market

economy, restructuring and decreasing the statels m economic activities

(privatization)in order to reach a stage where phiwate sector will be able to

influence in partnership with the state, it is bettfor it and the state to have a
representing body that speaks on its behalf arehsure effective coordination and
good communication between the two partners.

This study addresses the question of the reprasemtaf the Palestinian private
sector, in terms of who represents the sectorhergbarties which are related to its
activities. One of the most prominent featurestfos sector is that it went through
different circumstances over history that affeciisddevelopment. In addition, the
Palestinian it is a weak sector that is easily ioa by the surrounding exceptional
circumstances. The representation of this secta hwstorically made through the
Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture. E\oav, after the arrival of the
Palestinian National Authority in 1994 and the aansent changes that affected the
private sector even if theoretically in some aspeewvents have proven that the
Palestinian private sector continued to be endaagiEom the occupation despite the
existence of the Palestinian Authority. In spitelo$, real changes were made on the
process of representation.

The establishment of the national authority wasoagmanied by a new reality in
terms of laws that the authority has adopted inouar life perspectives. Some of
which are related to economy and the private sedioese laws came inappropriate
and part of it remained incomplete. In additioméwly established authority systems,
and the weakness of judicial system which is resjpd® for ensuring the
implementation of rules with the security systems.

The representation of the private sector also wagest to changes after the
establishment of the national authority. A group mdn-governmental parties

established to represent or claim to representP@lestinian private sector. These
parties came in the form of unions, councils arsbaisitions representing a particular
sector, such as the Federation of Industries, hgppCouncil or the Importers

Association. While others claim that they represshthe private sector such as the
Private Sector Coordinating Council or Businessmasociation. This resulted in

each of them considers itself the strongest omtlest appropriate representation to
represent the private sector, the Chambers of Caooemdenied the role the

Coordinating Council and vice versa.

Due to the fact that the case study is on a smalincunity, the representative
institutions, the researcher saw that adoptinggiproach of directly interviewing
directors of these institutions, through a questare that included different aspects
with the people involved.



The study revealed that a problem exists in theesgmtation process that was
discussed in the Legislative Council. This was maldar in the interviews
conducted. One of the most prominent featuresisfditemma is that more than one
party claims to represent the private sector.

The study showed that the majority of those inmad, supports the presence of one
representative body of the private sector givehithitakes the institutionalized form
with a legal reference. Taking into account thaefiresents all sectors capable of
providing the required services and it is capablpressure the government to bring
about legal changes. These institutions seesttpatticipates in setting laws, but at
the same time it is not pleased which implies the @ffectiveness of its participation.

This study recommended that the private sectdf,itsed related government
agencies to participate and coordinate with ealsrdb conduct the required
amendment in laws in order to avoid causing a statenfusion concerning the
representation. It is an essential and requiredga®to put forth economical policies
and work on executing it, also essential that treénership between the private and
public sector is a real partnership at the legistdevel, policy formulation and
development plans.
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