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Ostriches in the poetry of ‘al-Mufaddaliyyat’ and ‘al-Asma’iyyat’

By JabrMohammad Sulayman Awwad

Adviser: Dr. Omar Shakarneh

Abstract

This study investigates the image of ostriches in the poetry anthologies

‘al-

Mufaddaliyyat’ and ‘al-Asma’iyyat’ as opposed to man and other

animals. It relates

ostrich image as a notion to other pivotal ideas in Arabic poetry. This

study uncovers

the linguistic characteristics as well the various human values related to it

through

analysing comparison between ostriches and man and through the

personification of

this bird as opposed in order to present the human aspects in the poetic

portraits

drawn in Arabic poetry.

This area in poetry studies, being rather virgin, together with the richness

in the

poetic material in both anthologies ‘al-Asma’iyyat’ and ‘al-

Mufaddaliyyat’ have

prompted the researcher choose it. This study brings these anthologies to

the attention

of researchers in the field as they constitute a valueless literary heritage

that suffered

of abandonment.

The researcher uncovers an abundance of beautiful poetic pictures using

this bird,

and concludes that there exists a strong relationship between the ostrich

and life in

Arabic poetry. He also concludes that this bird has never been used in any

picture

relating to death, or anything related to it. While almost all instances

show this bird

represents peace and tranquillity and thus has a strong sense of family.
The researcher invites specialist to give more attention to this area of

study.
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