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Abstract 

 

The essence of prenatal care is to prepare women for birth and prevent problems for 

pregnant women through early detection, alleviation and or management of health 

problems that affect mothers and babies during pregnancy. The main aim of this study was 

to assess the prenatal care services in the Southern Gaza Governorates based on the 

women perspectives. The study adopted cross-sectional design on a non-probability 

convenience sample of 300 pregnant mothers in the Southern Gaza governorates, in which. 

The researcher used a validated tool for data collection which is the “quality of prenatal 

care questionnaire”. Different statistical procedures were used for data analysis including 

percentages, mean, independent sample t test, and One-way ANOVA.  

 

The study results revealed that the highest mean of women’s evaluation domain of prenatal 

care was information sharing (74.69%), followed by the domain of support and respect 

(74.39%). While the lowest mean is the domain of approachability (50.25%).  Moreover 

factors which affected significantly the women’s evaluation of prenatal care include the 

level of women’s income, prenatal care clinic at the primary health care centers, body mass 

index, the presence of risk, the presence of gestational hypertension, and residence. 

 

The study concluded that the women’s evaluation of prenatal care services in the Southern 

governorates was not satisfactory especially within two domains: sufficient time provided, 

and approachability. The researcher recommends conducting workshops at the level of the 

ministry of health to increase the level of the quality of prenatal care services in the 

Southern governorates and other governorates. Implementing six approaches of prenatal 

care: (approach ability, information sharing, respect and support, availability of service, 

approachability, support and respect), which have been mentioned in the current study, is 

very important. Further studies should be conducted to reveal other factors which affect the 

quality of prenatal care services. 
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