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In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Praise be Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and my peace and prayers be upon
the Seal of the Prophets and Messengers, Muhammad (SAAS), and upon his
family and companions.

This MA thesis, "The Al-Qadiriyyah and Khalawatiyyah Social Sufi
Thought in the Jenin Region: An Analytical Study", is presented to the Higher
Studies Department at Al-Quds University in partial fulfillment of the MA
requirements. It comprises an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion and
indexes of Qur'anic verses and traditions of the Prophet.

I have shown in the introduction the importance of this study, its aims,
why I have chosen this topic, and the methodology that I have used in
collecting and analyzing the data.

The fisrt chapter addressed the etymology and meaning of Tasawwuf
(Ar. Sufism). While scholars differed on the roots of the word Sufism, it
seems that the word Suf (i.e. wool) is the closest one on the etymological
level.

In addition, there is no one working definition of Sufism amongst
scholars in this field. Despite this, they seem to agree that Islamic Sufism
reflects the spiritual side of Islam. Sufism is concerned with cleansing the
soul and the heart, and aims at advancing the Muslim to the degree of Ihsan.
It aims at emptying the heart from all that which is prohibited by Allah, and to
adorn it, instead, with al that brings the servant closer to His Lord SWT.

The emergence of Sufism took place during the second century of the
Islamic calendar, when material wealth accumulated in the Islamic empire,
and the material ethos became rampant. Many Muslim scholars led austere

life and became inclined towards ascetism. This shows, without any doubt,



that Sufism has Islamic roots. It became known with this name at the send of
the second century AH.

The development of Sufism as a spiritual Path (i.e. Tarigah), and as a
school with novices, took place at the end of the fifth century AH. Some of
the prominent Sufi masters who established these paths are: Sheikh *Abd Al-
Qadir Al-Jilani, the founder of the Tarigah Al-Qadiriyyah; Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Rifa'l, the fouder of the Tarigah Al-Rifa'iyyah; and Sheikh Abu Al-Hassan
Al-Shadhuli, the founder of the Tariqah Al-Shadhuliyyah.

I have also stated the most important principles on which Sufism was
established, and mentioned the etiquette of the Sufis regarding eating,
clothing, traveling, and listening to "singing"! I have followed that by an
explanation of common idiomatic Sufi vocabulary, and the emergence of the
schools of Sufism.

The Sufi rhetoric proved to be problematic, since their language, if
taken literally, could violate some Islamic concepts within the Islamic
worldview. Getting "drunk" is a clear example, since intoxicating beverages
are prohibited in Islam. Obviously, the Sufis speak about being in a spiritual
state, and the language of being drunk is nothing but a metaphor.

Other then the two major Sufi paths that this thesis dealt with, I have
entertained other Sufi schools very briefly.

Chapter two highlighted the Qadiriyyah school of Sufism. It was
founded by Sheikh "Abd Al-Qadir Al-Jilani (470-561 AH / 1078-1168 CE).
After dealing with major stations in his life, I discussed his teaching
methodology, how one becomes a member of the Tariqah, its teachings and
principles, and how it came to Palestine. Then I focused on the role of Sheikh
Muhammad Hashem Al-Baghdadi during modern time and until his death few
years ago. In addition, I have recorded interviews with some of the members

of this Sufi school in Jenin Governorate, and their role in society.



Chapter three dealt with origing of the Khalawatiyyah Sufi path, and
who it acquired its peculiar name which comes from being in seclusion or
retreat. In addition, I have presented the life of its founders, and discussed its
teachings, and how one joins its ranks, and its role in society.

In chapter four, I compared the two Sufi paths, and showed that the
Qadiriyyah path maintained its name since its establishment. The
Khalawatiyya, on the other hand, changed its name; it was first called the
Daynuriyyah, after Mimshad Al-Daynuriyy, and then it was changed to Al-
Sahrawardiyyah, after the Sheikhs who hailed from the tribe of Sahrawardin.
In the seventh century AH, it became known as the Khalawatiyyah, after
Muhammad and "Umar Al-Khalawatiyy. In modern times, its name was
extended to the Tarigah Al-Khalawatiyyah Al-Jami'ah Al-Rahmaniyyah;
being named after Sheikh *Abd Al-Rahman Al-Sharif.

In the conclusion, I stated the outcome of this thesis and the results that
it achieved. These include the verification of the Islamic roots of Sufism,
despite the fact that Sufism suffered a setback in recent centuries. I have also
shown that the founders of these schools where Muslim scholars. It was their
followers who went into extreme relationship with those founders. I have also
shown that it is a mistake to depend on visions and dreams to establish the
Shari‘ah laws, as many in these Sufi orders would do.

The thesis recommends clarifying the Sufi paths which should be
cleared from all impurities and to reestablish Sufi thought according to the
original of Islam and the Shari ah, especially, in areas pertaining to forms of
worship. Sufism still needs more scientific and impartial studies to reach
certitude.

At the end of this thesis, I have stated that whatever criticism of Sufism
or a specific Sufi that I have mentioned, was never done in the spirit of Ad

Hominem attacks. Rather, it was done in the spirit of scientific research.



In find it appropriate to declare that the Sufis are the most
knowledgeable about the spiritual diseases of the heart. Therefore, they have
kind hearts, following the example of the companions of the Prophet (SAAS)
and the subsequent generation.

I do ask Allah SWT to accept this thesis as a good deed, and that it will
benefit every one who loves this religion. May Allah SWT forgive my

mistakes and shortcomings.
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