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TheRole of the Palestinian L egislative Council in Economic Policy-
Making from its M ember Per spective

Student Name: Nasim Shaheen
Supervisor: Dr. Yaser shaheen

Abstract

This study was conducted over the period between September 2011 and March
2012. The study aimed at understanding the role of the Palestinian Legidative
Council (PLC) in economic policy-making through its role in each of
(Government statement and program, public budget, development plan,
economic legislation and economic agreements), and the obstacles that have
prevented exercisng that role. The study also amed at understanding the
economic policy requirements in Palestine in general and at the PLC in
particular. To achieve this goal, the study used the descriptive method as well as
content analysis method of all available documents at the PLC, in addition to
reviewing the experiences of Arab and International parliaments as stipulated in
their constitutions and rule of procedural and standing orders in each of (France,
Poland, Finland and Jordan).

The researcher conducted personal interviews with current and old members of
the PLC, including heads of committees, Chairmen of parliamentary blocs,
experts in parliamentary work, senior governmental officials as well as some
staff from PLC supportive departments who support the Palestinian legidators
work. A questionnaire was designed as a research tool, targeted members of the
former and current PLC. Arbitration was implemented, then the validity and
reliability of questionnaire was examined by the internal consistency (Cronbach
alpha) and analyzing the data through the datistical analysis software (SPSS),

(Excel), and ( ANOVA, t-test, Pearson's Correlation Coefficient) test.

The most important results of the study snow that thereis a significant role to the
PLC in economic policy making. This role is represented by analyzing the
government action program, participating in the preparation of the public budget,
proposing economic legislations, preparing the development plan and economic
agreements prior to ratification. The basis of any requirements is based on the
policy adopted by the ruling party, development of a vision that would match
between local and international needs. This would be followed by (short,
medium, and long-term) strategic economic planning as well as development of
the general budget which shall be consistent with the development plans,
economic planning requirements, development of legidative and policy plan
through cooperation and partnership between the legidative council and the
government, using tools to oversee the government as well as monitoring and
evaluating the issued legislations. The main results of the questionnaire showed



that the most prominent role of the PLC in economic policy making was played
in the field of economic legislations. The minimal role of the first Council was
played in the field of economic agreements, while the second PLC showed a
minimal role in development plan. In regard to legislative obstacles, the most
influential obstacle for the first and second Legidative Councils was the political
one. However, the minima obstacle was the legidative congraints. The

(Pearson's Correlation Coefficient) test showed that the main obstacles

influenced the reality of the first and second Legislative Council’s role in
economic policy making were the legislative administrative processes as well as
legidative and political factors respectively. The main requirements for the
development of the Legidative Council’s work were represented by the
Palestinian legislator’s capacity-building and the representation of the
parliamentary blocs to the speaker’s office to set (the agenda, follow up with the
government on the decisions made ...etc).

The main recommendations have focused on ending the Israeli Occupation and
making amendments to the basic law and PLC bylaws to strengthen its role in
economic policy-making. It was also recommended to develop a law on
(preparation, implementation and evaluation) of the Development Plan and a law
on the right to access information, monitor and evaluate the issued legislations,
end the division re-activate the PLC, improve the skills of the Palestinian
Legidators in terms of their function in general and in economic policy-making
in particular and build the capacity of both staff and directors of Legidative
Council Secretariat General. Political parties have been also urged to diverse
their candidates for Legislative Council membership to represent various
disciplines.
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