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Jordan ï Palestine political relations: 1987-2000 

Analytical Study 
Abstract:  
The Jordan- Palestine relation developed based on the mutual interest of both 

countries taking into account future strategic cooperation. This change in the 

strategic cooperation started in the begging of eighties of the twentieth 

century, as a result of the Arabic recognition  of the PLO as the sole 

representative of the Palestinians 1974, and of the independent declaration in 

1988. Before these dates the policy was based on rivalry and distrust. This 

relation grown stronger after the Second Gulf War and the rise of Islamic 

movement. Both sides Jordan and the PLO tracked the peace process as a 

strategic choice. This was supported by the U.S and moderate Arab countries 

to face the challenge of the refusal side leaded by Syria and Iran.  

 

The importance of this study comes from the attempt to understand the 

current political relation in order to predict its future; the researcher studies 

the past relation figuring out the weakness and strong points in order to 

predict the future. He used the analytical historical methodology in analyzing 

the documents, records and discussions issued by the two sides. He used also 

the content analysis method and the political analysis method to find out the 

internal and the external effects that makes both Jordan and Palestine track 

peace policy in solving the Arab-Israeli conflict as strategic choice. 

 

In this study, the researcher reveals  some important results; the Jordanian 

decision of disengagement has a historical impact on this relation. The 

Second Gulf  War forced Jordan and Palestine into making difficult  

decisions. These decisions has been reflected on their relation with other 

Arab countries. The Al-Aqsa uprising strengthen the relation between Jordan 

and Palestine on the official and public level. In addition, it  helped the 

establishment of the Islamic movement (Hammas) which is opposing the 

peace strategy, and lead to an increase of  their support  among the population 

giving them a major victory in the primary election in 2006. 
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