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Studies of Environmental Impact Assessment on the Palestinian Level,

Evaluation Study

Prepared by: Inas M.S. Abdel Rahman Farrah

Supervisor: Dr. Ziad Saleh Qannam

Abstract:

This study was conducted between June 2013 and May 2014, targeting studies of
environmental impact assessment prepared between 2004 and 2012 for four development
projects. The study adopted the descriptive approach, based on comprehensive sampling
form each of the members of the National Committee for Environmental Impact
Assessment from varies representatives (17 members) from different ministries, owners of
the studied development projects (4), in addition to directors of consulting offices who
prepared the studies, beside purposive sampling from members of the local councils of
Abu Dis, Rammon, and Taybeh. An interview guide composed of 55 questions, 51 open
and 4 closed, was used as the main study tool, the validity of which was tested by experts
in the field of environmental impact assessment. Data was analyzed using the Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS), and presented using Excel.

The results according to the respondents showed that the preparation of the environmental
assessment studies is highly feasible in terms of development, which mainly appears in the
environmental field health issues concerning application of security means, safety of
community, and selection of the suitable project loction, as well as in the Social field in
respect of public health consideration of the local community needs, protecting the rights
of those affected; Economical feasiblility appears mainly in the quality assurance of the
product or services, support of the national economy in the area of the project and the use
of clean technology.

On the other hand, the length of time needed to evaluate the studies by the National
Committee for Environmental Impact Assessment, the weakness of community and public
participation, in addition to the high cost of the preparation of environmental impact
assessment studies, weak Palestinian environmental laws and legislation; are the most
important obstacles that hindered the Achievment of this feasibility.

Finally, the study recommends the continues preparation of the environmental impact
assessment studies under actual efforts to increase the community awareness, promoting
community participation, reduction of bureaucratic procedures, improvement of legislation
and environmental laws in addition to training qualified consulting officies in preparation
of the environmental studies.
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