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The Legal Status of the International Presence in the City of Hebron
Prepared by: Hassan Ahmad Hassan Jabarin.

Supervised by: Dr. Mohammad Fahad Shalaldeh.

Abstract:

In pursue to achieve its desire to restore peace; the international community seeks to
deploy international protection forces. Article (42) of the UN Charter allows the Security
Council to take the necessary actions to maintain or restore international peace and
security, such interventions by the United Nations or other states operating under its
banner are in the cases of Somalia, Yugoslavia and Irag, where armed or disarmed

peacekeeping forces or monitoring forces were sent.

The massacre perpetrated by Jewish settlers in 1994 in the city of Hebron, as well as that
committed by the Israeli soldier (Baruch Goldstein) shortly before the end of 1996, are a
clear indications that the Palestinian security is endangered.

Following the last massacre and based on the UN recommendations, a Temporary
International Mission was sent to Hebron with the tasks of monitoring, following up and

reporting.

Since the year 1949, the Palestinian territories has significantly suffered from the Israeli
violations of the most basic human rights. In an attempt to protect Palestinian civilians, it
became necessary to obtain an international recognition of their rights as stated in the

International Humanitarian Law.

Furthermore, the Palestinian territories since 1967 were all considered to be subject to the
Israeli military occupation. Nonetheless, the state of war or occupation do not absolve the
occupying power of its international obligations and responsibilities towards civilians, or
of respecting human rights in the territory it occupies, what if that occupying State had
signed human rights conventions, mentioning that Israel has not only signed the Geneva
Convention, but also the two International Covenants namely the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Right, and the International covenant on political rights.

Does this mean that the provisions and rules of the International Humanitarian Law are



applicable to the Palestinian territories, particularly the Fourth Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War?

In this study, the researcher has addressed the legal foundation of forming such a mission,
and has found out as will be explained later in Chapter | of this study, that the Mission task
in the city of Hebron is just an alternative rather than sending peacekeeper forces by the
UN. This Mission is not directly linked to the UN in terms of funding; as its expenses are
on the account of the member states constituting it.

Does the Temporary International Presence in Hebron consider a step paving the way
towards the presence of international protection forces under the direct control of the

Security Council?, and how to get best benefit from the presence of such a mission?

Ending human right violations committed against Palestinians by Israelis; could be
achieved only by the adherence and application of the legal texts being the basis to resolve
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Therefore, this thesis will address the subject of the
International Presence in Hebron (TIPH: which stands for The Temporary International
Presence in The City of Hebron), as it is closely linked to the Palestinian issue as well as
the international laws and resolutions. The researcher will study the justifications leading
to the formation of this mission, going through the legal foundations for its creation,
explaining its nature, and discussing number of questions regarding whether the
Temporary International Presence in Hebron is a form of an international protection, if so,

what are its powers, mechanisms available to carry out its tasks, and what its future?
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