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The Local Electoral Systems of the State of Palestine

Prepared by: Bader Saeed Bader Zamareh

Supervision: Dr Rafig Abu Ayyash

Abstract:
The current study examines the legal development in the electoral system for local

bodies in the State of Palestine, starting from the arrival and establishment of the
Palestinian National Authority in the year 1993 until the recognition of the state of
Palestine by the United Nationsin 2012.

The importance of the current study lies in its being a purposeful scientific
academic, and directed attempt to collect and analyze data and various literature on legal
development in the electoral system for local bodies in the State of Palestine, and the
experience of the Palegtinian local elections. On the other hand, and perhaps more
importantly, it represents an effort to read legal texts and their different expressions of
political, social, and historical contexts. Methodologically, this represents a new addition
for the legal studies in Palestine through the study of the local electoral systems linked to
the variables and the legal and social circumstances which preceded the recognition of the
State of Palestine. Consequently, this has led to the existence of a set of legal
contradictions and dilemmas, led by continuing to postpone the elections and not
conducting them in a timely manner often under political, legal and socia arguments and
reasons, as well as resorting to continuing resignations in local government bodies in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Through the current study, a number of questions about the features of the
experience of local governance in the State of Palestine have been raised. These include
questions regarding data of the various electoral systems and their characteristics;
significant amendments and changes in the local election law; the electoral systems that
were used in each election stage taking place; the atmosphere that accompanied the
election process starting from the year 1993 up to the year 2013; how the legal proceedings
went; and the extent of the electoral violations by the parties involved in the electoral
process.

The study relied on a combination of a number of heuristics. It used a descriptive,

analytical, comparative approach in the context of historical tracking of the subject of the

¢



study in order to achieve its desired objectives. Regarding the study and analysis of the
multiple models and images of the Palestinian local elections, the comparative method was
used for the analysis of each experiment and compared it to the other experiments.The
comparative method enables solid contrast in similarities and differences, and assists in
monitoring the various legal changes. As for tracking each stage and its achievements and
failures, the descriptive method, which provides an in-dept description of the purposes of
the study, was used. The fact that the study is not limited to description and comparison,
analytical methodology is used as a supplement for the study with the analysis needed for
the structure of the legal texts or the contextual factors surrounding it.

For this purpose the study has been divided into four chapters. The first chapter
addresses the local government system in the State of Palestine and reviews the reality and
history of local governance in different historical eras. The second chapter deals with the
electoral systems, the legal development in the local electoral system, the package of laws
regulating the work of the local bodies, the types of democracy, the methods of election,
the most significant electoral systems and their applications in Palestine. The third chapter
discusses local elections in their various stages and procedures and the subsequent
modifications and repeated delays.

The fourth and final chapter covers the most important obstacles that have
prevented the holding of local eections on schedule, and the reasons for the repeated
postponement leading to obtain a decision from the Supreme Court of Justice in order to
fix adate for local elections.

Therefore, each stage has been addressed separately and concludes by comparing
the systems and the legal developments for each time of holding the elections in a legal
manner. In addition, recommendations have been made, which help to modify and develop
alot of legal provisions, followed by a series of changes at all levels, such as the electoral
systems, designations, feminism quota and the remarkable increase in the number of
municipalities and local and rural councils in the State of Palestine. The study ended by a
series of conclusions, recommendations and comparisons regarding the electoral system
applied in the State of Palestine, which emphasize the importance of improving the legal
system of the local bodies and elections so as to enhance participation and the role of local

bodies.
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