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Abstract

n Palestine the kindergarten children represent a large and important sector with
~little knowledge about their health status. The aim of this Cross-sectional
descriptive study is to figure out the health profile of these children in the southern
provinces of Palestine in order to identify their health needs, and to establish a

base line data for any future intervention.

The study population is Palestinian children 4-5 years old living in the southern
province of Palestine. They are enrolled in the registered kindergartens in the

‘scholastic year 1998/99. This population is estimated at 21,767 child distributed in

responded sample is 1820 children distributed all around the Gaza strip districts
_ d represent its different demographic feature. Different sets of sample size are
drown according to nature of the targeted medical conditions.

The study includes questionnaire, which targeted the socioeconomic and

Srowth, Anemia, Parasitic infestations, Vision impairment, Hearing impairment,
diseases, Abdominal organomegaly, Hernias, Undescended testis, and

Dental health.

The study is implemented according to a-defined survey protocol that includes
sperational case definition, survey technique, and the screening tests. The results

of the socioeconomic part of the study show that the study sample represents
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smaller families with higher socio-economic level than the general population

- These families are keener to send their children to the kindergarten.

‘ The results of the medical part of the study show that sever malnutrition are almost
not present but 18% of the male children are mildly underweight and about 2% are
~ moderately underweight. For females 12.7% are mildly underweight and 1.7% are
 moderate to sever underweight. 24.6% of the male and 22.8%of the female
~ children are mildly under height and B.é% of both male and female children are
either moderately or severely short. The study results did ﬁot show significant

% differences between male and female children.

Anemia is not a major problem among kindergarten children where only 6.5%. of
the study population have their blood hemoglobin level bellow 11gram/deciliter.
" The prevalence of parasitic infestation among the study_ population ranges from
igh prevalence for Gardia (22%), and Entameba (20%), and the moderate
' ‘prevalence of Entrubious Vermicularis is at (12%), and the Ascaris at (6%). It is
low in the case of H. Nana (2%), The overall prevalence of intestinal parasitic

infestation is (54%).

he prevalence of unspecified vision impairment is 31.9 per thousand, and that of
quint is 5.5 per thousand, and conjunctivitis is 12.6 per thousand. About 18% of
_ e study population failed the audiometric test while 8% did not cooperate and
could not be tested. About 18% failed the Tympanometric test, and about 10% of
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IMF of the study population is (1.8), There is a large number of caries (1.6)

_"xtracted 14 and very few filled teeth.(04). In spite of the large size of the

st of the discovered health problems are preventable and early intervention will
‘beneficial. The main recommendation of the study is to establish a new or
d the existed school health program to address the heaith needs of the
ndergarten children. This program should be comprehensive and tailored
ccording to the peculiarities of this age group. The study screening protocol and
xperience gained during its implementation could be useful resources in

Signing such program.
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