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Summary of die Study

This study aims at exploring the basis and the characteristics of§
[zzat Al-Ghazawi's novelistic works. It begins with considering the
writer's life including his personal and public environments, and the
social and political circumstances he has witnessed and how it reflected
in his literary works along with the effect of his academic and practical
life. That is, the writer's novelistic work depended upon his memory that
lived within him since his childhood that he lived in (Deir Al-Ghusoun)
village where his family sheltered to after had been evacuated from its
original village (Qaqoun) by the Zionist gangs in 1948. The writer grew
up in Deir Al-Ghusoun and had had his elementary education there. And
despite the difficult economic situation that prevailed at that time because
of the Israeli occupation, the writer could go on with his study until he
got the MLA. in English literature and Translation from the United States
of America in 1982. In this sense, the writer is regarded as an example of
the Palestinian individual who considers education as a resistance tool
and dose what ever possible to get it.

The writer has occupied many positions, the most impartment of
which his assignment as the Deputy Minister of Culture a short time just
before he passed away. In addition to his work as president of the
Palestinian Writers Union since 1995 until he died in 2003.

Among the political conditions that influenced his literary life,
there was a specific condition when the writer Izzat Al-Ghazawi was
arrested by Israeli authority for three years. This experience has greatly
affected him, and it is clearly reflected in his novel (Letters that haven't
arrived yet) which can be regarded as a true reflection of this accident.
The death of his son Rami, who was killed by the Israeli soldiers, has also
deeply influenced him psychologically and left a great pain within him.

Before examining the stylistic and technical characteristics of the
writer's novels, it was necessary to review the development of the
Palestinian novel and to demonstrate the external and internal factors that
have helped in its development and progress. And to refer to the most
important Palestinian novelists who developed the basis of the realistic
and critical Palestinian novel like: Imeal Habibi, Ghasan Kanafani, Jabra
Ibrahim Jabra, and others.




The Palestinian novelistic experience has gone through many
developments that have been related to the historical phases of the
Palestinian case before that the Palestinian novel could appear in its
current modern and realistic form. The approaches of the Palestinian
novel can be classified into the following:

% The Folkloric taste approach.

< The Autobiographic approach.

< The Symbolic approach.

< The Realistic approach.

Then, the study tries to examine the novelistic work of the writer
practically and make an analytical discussion on his novels. This begins
with a brief definition of his six novels. (Prisoner, Letters that haven't
arrived yet, the Edges, Mountain of Nabu, Abdallah Al-Tilali, and the
Steps). This definition mentions the number and place of issues for each
novel, and its date, and its translations into other languages. Then begins
the practical and analytical process for each novel. This process, which
depends upon the careful reading and taking into account previous
studies-although they are very poor-handles the elements of novelistic art
the writer established his novels upon. The analysis moves within four
axis: the content, the characters, the place and time, and the plot of the
novel. And it starts with defining the motifs of novel in general,
demonstrating how are these motifs are used within the novels adopting
quotations and evidences from the novels themselves and benefiting from
previous studies showing the role these motifs they played in supporting
the view of the writer.

The study then goes deep into the content of the novels exploring
the spiritual and intellectual indications of the content, and the topics and
ideas the writers refered to throughout his works. Hence, six dimensions
can be drawn up from the content: the humane and importance of
individual, national, political, social, intellectual, and historical
dimensions.

While the topics and ideas the writer refered to throughout the
novels can be classified as follows:
> Portraiting the suffering the Palestinian people have gone through.
» Description of the social phonomena that prevail the Palestinian
society.
» Calling upon Palestinian people to resist and to keep their land and
their national rights.

» Emphasizing the importance of education and knowledge as vital tool
for resistance against occupation.




> Descriping the relation of the Palestinians with occupation in an
objective way.
> Political criticism to the Arab and Palestinian situations.

The study also concentrates on the common qualities and features
that distinguishe the writer's novels which are regarded as modern.
Among these features there are: legend and sex and heritage employment,
in addition to the unity of literary work.

The analytical approach of the study also included investigation of
the stylistic indication the writer's novels consisted of like language,
narration levels, dialogue, use of pronouns, and quotations of other
novelistic texts.

Besides the concentration on the use of cinematic qualities in his
text, such as: colors, smell, sounds, touch, description and depiction,
repetitions, simile, and flash back. The study has explored these qualities
through taking examples reflecting them from the novels themselves.

The study concludes with a critical discussion of Al-Ghazawi's
novels which discusses the artistic, stylistic, and intellectual features of
the novels. This discussion has had to consist of critical testimonies about
the writers work for Palestinian writers and critics and literary figures.

This critical discussion concludes with an appeal to take Izzat Al-
Ghazwi literary works into consideration and regard them as serious
modern novelistic work that deserve more attention and study.

And there has been a need for reviewing the progress and
development of critical art and its basis and principles in Palestine before
going through the critical discussion. And thus, this review comes to
achieve this objective. |

By this, the study tries to examine the novelistic work of Izzat Al-
Ghazawi in all its aspects, and shows its position among the modern
Palestinian novels to be a moderate initiative that urges scholars and
critics to study Al-Ghazawi's novelistic art and take it into consideration.
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