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Government Policies and their Impact on Achieving Sustainable Agricultural
Development in the Southern Governorates of Palestine.

Prepared by: Jehad N. Al-Wahidi

Supervisor: Nabil abu Shamala

Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify government policies and their impact on achieving
sustainable agricultural development in the Southern Governorates of Palestine, and to
achieve the objectives of the study, the study was designed using the qualitative method
of data collection and represents the study community with workers in agricultural civil
society organizations, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Water Authority and agricultural
engineers, and the sample of the study was selected in an optional manner amounting to
(10) individuals.

The study found that agricultural policies help to achieve sustainable agricultural
development in the southern Palestinian governorates if they are fully implemented, and
this is not seen on the ground, and these policies have a low degree of legitimacy and
compatibility, where there is a weakness in coordination between the northern and
southern provinces with regard to agricultural policies, and there is an unfair use of
pesticides, and agricultural policies play a key role in reducing the impact of climate
change on the agricultural sector. In terms of the water situation, the situation is bad,
there is a scarcity of water stocks and the lack of proper access to rainwater, in addition to
the significant pollution in drinking water, and the use of water policies has a significant
impact on the quality of the water reality, as it works to improve the proportion of
drinking water in public water networks, and to ensure equitable access to water for all
citizens. In terms of the impact of agricultural and water policies on social justice, they do
justice only in a few things, such as treated water, but in terms of the prices of inputs,
water prices, the poultry sector and the volume of investment, they often do not do
justice, but benefit a particular group, particularly large farmers, at the expense of other
groups. In terms of the role of agricultural policies in economic empowerment,
agricultural and water policies help agricultural workers to achieve a suitable monthly
income and meet life requirements associated with diverse aspects of spending, promote
economic ideas towards future business expansion, enhance society's perception of
women working in agriculture, enhance the individual's place within the family and
contribute to the employment of the labour force.

The study recommended that the government should give priority to the agricultural and
water sector in its budgets, interventions and policies, as in other sectors of concern to the
government, work to compensate farmers for the damage caused to them by Israeli
attacks, work to end the political divide because of its repercussions on all economic
sectors, and develop consumer protection laws and enact regulations and legislation on
the protection and development of the product in order to raise the rates of self-
sufficiency.
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