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The Semiotics of Ideology in Naji Al-Ali's Caricature
Prepared by: Shadi Ahmad Mahmoud Almassri

Supervisor: Dr. Walid Al-Shurafa

Abstract:

This study aims to disclose the connotations of the ideological construction of
Naji Al-Ali's caricatures using a semiological curriculum based on the Roland
Bart approach with an in-depth study of the three levels: descriptive,
denotative, and connotative. The research field included twenty caricature
images. The study’s sample covered the years 1961-1987, from the beginning
of Naji Ali’s cartooning to his assassination. The sample was chosen as a
purposive sample to meet the research objectives. All the graphics have been
analyzed and dismantled in order to identify their sign structure, formations,
symbols, and linguistic messages based on reading and interpretation as
essential components for detecting implicit meanings.

Through the analysis levels, the study reached several conclusions. At the
descriptive level, it turns out that the artist Naji Ali relied on the language of
amplification and great sarcasm, using a language that combined simplicity and
intensity. At the denotative level, Naji Ali relied on rich structures of popular
resemblance and Palestinian cultural heritage; he also employed lines,
geometric shapes, and neutral colours; he harnessed the iconic elements
through the intersection of the two linguistic and visual formats; the irony in
his drawings also came in the form of iconic dye, directly related to the cultural
context; and in most of his drawings, he relied heavily on symbolic structures,
which contributed to ideologically framing graphics by disseminating ideas
through symbols. At the connotative level, the study concluded that the
linguistic message was crucial in connecting the artist and the recipient; it
directed the recipient to the message intended by the artist through his reliance
on slang and his focus on the Palestinian dialect. This has led to the interpretive
conclusion that Naji Ali’s caricature is close and mimics all Palestinian groups,
thus working to influence the level of ideas (ideology) and behaviors.

Key words: semiotics, ideology, caricature, Naji Al-Ali
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“Butrus is a Christian Copt - he's been charged with

belonging to an underground organisation. After tor
ture he was made to say he belonged to the ‘Muslim
| - Brotherhood'.”
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