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The victim's satisfaction and its impact on criminal responsibility "A comparative

study’

Prepared by: Mayar Farshat
Supervisor: Dr. Fadi Rabaya
Abstract:

The criminal law identifies the wrongful acts that individuals in society must
avoid, and it specifies the prescribed penalties for each crime, as well as the
necessary procedures to be followed in criminal prosecution and the means of
implementing punishments against offenders. The general principle is that
individuals, especially the victims, should not interfere in determining the

punishment or the judicial proceedings against the accused.

However, both substantive and procedural criminal law contain special
provisions that grant legal effects to the consent of the victim regarding the
commission of the crime against them or their agreement to terminate the criminal
case, such as reconciliation. Therefore, this study aims to establish the legal
impact of the victim's satisfaction on criminal responsibility. Based on this, the main

problem of the study can be summarized as follows:

—What role does the victim's satisfaction play in criminalization, punishment,

and criminal prosecution in Palestinian criminal legislation?

The theoretical significance of the study lies in its unique focus on a legal
issue that has not received sufficient attention for comprehensive research. Legal

professionals working in the judiciary, law enforcement, defenders of individuals'



rights and interests, as well as those in academic institutions, can benefit from this
legal study. The first chapter of the study focuses on the impact of the victim's
satisfaction on the objective provisions of criminal law, while the second chapter
examines the effect of the victim's satisfaction on the criminal litigation procedures

aimed at establishing or refuting criminal liability in general.

To achieve the desired objectives, the study utilizes various scientific
methods, such as descriptive and analytical methods (both inductive and
deductive). Comparative methodology was also used whenever necessary to
explore comparative legal provisions for reference, particularly the Jordanian and

Egyptian legislations.

The study concluded with several results, the most important of which is that
the victim's satisfaction often affects the criminally protected interest, leading to the
non—prosecution of the act when the targeted interest ceases to exist according to
the legislator. The victim's satisfaction also affects the legal description of the
wrongful act. Procedurally, the victim's consent to waive or reconcile with the
accused in specific legally defined crimes leads to the dismissal of criminal
prosecution and prevents the execution or continuation of punishment in cases
specified by law. However, the impact of the victim's satisfaction is not absolute,
as it may have no effect on criminal proceedings or on interests that the legislator
intends to protect through criminal measures, especially those related to social

interests or the maintenance of public order in society.

The study provides a set of recommendations that can be beneficial in this
field. It is necessary to regulate the victim's satisfaction in legal texts, and this
satisfaction should have a role in certain crimes that concern the individual's

personal interest. At the same time, the Palestinian criminal laws, especially the



rules governing the victim's forgiveness, should be amended, and this forgiveness
should have an impact on the implementation of punishment in certain crimes,
particularly those dependent on the victim's complaint. It is also preferable for
Palestinian criminal legislation to incorporate provisions from Islamic law regarding

the crime of adultery to prevent immorality and indecency.
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