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The Palestinian planning for land use between the institutional 

requirements and obstacles from the related institutions point of view 

 

Abstract:  

 
The study was conducted between March and November 2011, in order to identify the 

reality of the Palestinian land-use planning and the most important institutional 

requirements and obstacles from the viewpoint of the relevant institutions. The importance 

of this study comes from its completing some  previous studies on the local level, and that 

its outputs are expected to help in creating an institutional model, that is capable of 

regulating the relationship between the Palestinian parties involved in land-use planning. 

 
To achieve the study objectives; Two questionnaires were designed, the first one measures 

the reality of land-use planning, while the second measures its institutional requirements 

and obstacles, in addition to the constructive recommendations to enhance Palestinian 

land-use planning. The two questionnaires were distributed on random samples of 

governmental specialized employees in land-use planning in Ramallah and Al Bireh 

Governorate. For the second questionnaire we added some research centers and NGOs. 

The numbers of the sampling members were 43 and 81 respectively. The study was 

conducted while integrating the descriptive, content analysis, and historical approaches. 

Data was analyzed and presented, using Excel and the statistical package for Social 

Sciences. 

 

The most important results were: the obscurity of the concept of land-use planning; 

positive attitude towards planning and strong interest by government institutions. The 

activities are mostly focused on building databases and regional planning. The most 

important ministries that deal with the land-use planning issue are: Ministry of Local 

Government, Ministry of Planning, Administrative Development and Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

 

The most important of these institutional requirements are: the institutional awareness of 

the importance of land-use planning; integrated legislation; laws and regulations; a national 

strategy and institutional supportive will, qualified human resources; a database that is 

sufficient to make the right decision; the plan should aim to sustainability, make optimum 

use of land, and being able to link the natural characteristics and activities. 

 

The institutional obstacles are between high to low significant, in the meantime occurred at 

high level at the Palestinian reality. The most import of which are: the administrative 

divisions of the West Bank; attention to economic returns more than the sustainable 

planning of land; lack of clarity in the responsibilities and roles assigned to relevant 

institutions; dispute over the institutional powers away from the supposed roles of each 

institution; the absence of laws binding on the planning process, relevant institutions donôt 

bear their responsibilities, denial mentality refusing institutional modernization and social 

change. 

 

The most important general recommendations to ensure the success of land-use planning, 

which are of high implementation level, are: Completion of a national structural master 

plan; establishment of a national database (dynamic, modern); development of an 

integrated national strategy; completion of legislation regulating the process of integrated 



 
 

planning; dissemination of models of success in this area, identification and clarifying the 

roles of relevant institutions.  On the other hand. The most important proposals for 

strengthening the structure of the relationship between relevant institutions fluctuated 

between high and low priorities, and medium to large implementation levels. Those 

recommendations are: formation of a national team responsible about land-use planning 

consisted of the relevant institutions while keeping the right to return to the mother 

institutions, creation of an institutional body, consisting of departments representing 

relevant institutions, while those departments have an explicit mandate from their mother 

institutions to take decisions, giving full power to the Ministry of Local Government; and 

the formation of an advisory committee of other institutions.  

 

Based on the study conclusions, following are the most important recommendations: the 

need to support relevant institutions through providing them with qualified human staff 

capable of linking geometry, social, economic, and environmental dimensions; the need to 

promote the culture of land-use planning, deepening the concept of engineering, economic, 

social and environmental  dimensions among employees in the relevant institutions; the 

need to enhance the official relationship with the NGOs and research centers working in 

this area and to build a true integrated partnership with them; the need to work on a clear 

legislation governing the management of land use at the national level, the need to develop 

an integrated strategy and legislation, encouraging community participation in various 

activities of land-use planning. In addition to the need to establish an integrative 

networking relations between the institutions, and creating, accordingly, a national 

working team that manages the land-use planning at national level. 

 

The research advised researchers to work on the study of the elements and characteristics 

of the strategic plan of national land-use planning, and means to promote community 

participation in its activities, and study the map of relations networking and integration 

between institutions working in this area, and study areas ideal for private sector 

participation in land-use planning 
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