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Abstract

A field study wasconductedn Jericho governorate during (260@005) in
order to evaluate thestatus of pesticide usage and potential for its
improvement In order to achieve thisgoal, systematic interviewsere
conduced with farmers anavith agriculturalstore® owners further more a
number ofagricultural engineers anextensionagents activen Jericho
governoratewere also interviewedThe research used the descriptive
analytical methodology, and data was analyzed statistically by using spss.

The key objective ofrte study was to investigate and evaluate the pesticide
usage in Jerichogovernorate, n terms of (i) quantity and types of
compounds used, (ii) sources anwarketing channs] (iii) attitudes of
farmerstoward peticide usage, (iv) identifyingolution andpotentials for
improvement.

A total of 153 pesticideswere found to becurrently used in Jericho
governorate Among them, 60 pesticides are internationallsestricted or
bannedby the World Health OrganizationTwo of those pesticides ee
members of then di r t y, fudtherz rmonedethyl Bromide is used
predominantly as a pfglantingtreatment oil fumigant) against soil borne
pets.

The annualconsumption othe maincategorieof pesticides was estimated
based on dataompiledfrom the field and othesources, where the annual
consumption oherbicides was found to be around (113[@), fungicides
(4750) liter, and insecticide (6580) liter Most commonlyusedpesticides
included for example, herbicides: Albar uer, Dukatalon,Roundup;
insecticide: DursbanConfidor, Supercideand among the fungicidesfi®,
Folicor andAntracol.

The results of the present study revealed that there is an extemnsiese
and abuseof pesticides in Jericho governorate, whe89.26) of the
interviewed farmers ndicated that their main source of information
regardng pesticides aréhe pesticidemerchang, from which theybuy the
chemicals The famers oyllausu sedicitsep niatbfrom local merchantsyho in

turn obtain them through Israelmanufacturersor dealers without
considering the rules and regulations of the Palestinian Ministry of
Agriculture regarding pesticide trade and usa§eice most Festicides are



labeled in Hebrewhie obvious implication is that farmers are receiving-less
than alequate informatio about their usagsirage and disposal

Resilts showed that there ia wide range of wrong practices, during
pesticide usagewhere 82.3%) of the interviewed farmerdo not usually
measure larucca esod dednemmocer ehty, (52%) used to reapply excess
amounts of pesticide solution on the same coogimply pour it onto the
soil, only 25.8%) of the interviewed farmers usuallise protective clothes,
and mostsurprisingly 69.96) of farmers believe that they have developed
Immunity against pesticidge

The effects of some socioeconomic features of the interviewed farmers were
also assegsl against their attitudes toward pestigd8tatistical hypotheses
were developedested and commentedthin the study results.

More than(82.8%) of the intervieved farmersindicated that they facmany
problens in obtaining enough advice due to tlaek of efficient extension
servicesand programsin the governoratePolicies and laws that may be in
place officially seem to be having littlepact.it is notknown, for instance
whether Pesticides imported to Jericho frismael must be registered there

A merchant can seemingly sell any Pesticides regardless of quantity or
health and environmental consideratiG®ecommendations and potentials
for improvement werset out and elaborated in the study.
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