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The Islamic Sites on the Mount of Olives: An Architect
Archaeological and Historical Study

by
Rafi® Abu Rayah

This thesis presents new information on the Islamic sites on the
of QOlives in Jerusalem. The interest that the adherents of the
divinely-revealed religions have in the Mount of Olives derives
geographical location of the mountain overlooking the holy city
the east and includes religious and doctrinal aspects represent
their belief that it is the place of the Last Day and the location
Last Judgement. The archaeological remains demonstrate the

of these religions in founding houses of worship, religious bus

various kinds, and graves on the Mount.

The Mount of Olives has received the attention of dozens of s
who have investigated its Christian and Jewish heritage, but
Islamic nature. Thus | chose this topic in view of the scarcity
historical and archaeological studies connected with the Islas
period. While the hundreds of primary sources in various langs
| examined mostly report on the Christian and Jewish heritage
Mount of Olives, | also examined the texts of the divinely-rew
religions, books of biography and religious heritage, in addition
manuscripts, documents and Islamic court records, the Islamic
of Jerusalem" literature and accounts of travellers of various

denominations and languages, in addition to modern studies.

The thesis is divided into three parts:

Part One is a general introduction to the geography and herit

Mount of Olives for the three religions. It is divided into three



Chapter One deals with the geography, geology and climate
the Mount of Olives and their impact on human settlement.

Chapter Two investigates the names given to the Mount of
Olives by the three religions.

Chapter Three deals with the religious and eschatological
significance of the Mount of Olives for the three religions, all of
agree in connecting the Mount of Olives with the events of the Las
The Christians and Muslims also are interested in the events and
locations associated with Jesus and his mother Mary on this Mou

especially the Tomb of Mary and the Ascension of Jesus.

Part Two investigates the history of the most important Islamic
on the Mount of Olives, revealing the presence of buildings and si
various functions, among them a mosque (masjid) and place of ps
(musalla), shrine (magam), cemetery (magbarzah) and mausoleum {
theological school (madrasah) and Sufi lodge (zawiyah), and other
functional buildings. This part is divided into the following chapt

Chapter One examines the buildings on the Mount of Olives
continue to fulfill their original function. It includes a study of t
Shrine of al-Shaykh ‘Anbar with his biography; al-Zawiyah al-As®
with biographies of its founder and the person for whom it is nanm
and clarifies why it was constructed: the Dome of the Forty with
reasons for its name and its foundation.

Chapter Two examines the buildings that have been rebuilt
recently above old buildings, while maintaining their original fun
such as the Mosque of ‘Umar, with its establishment and the po
of connecting it with the Caliph ‘Umar; the Shrine of Salman, with
investigation of whom it is named for; and al-Zawiyah al-Mansuri

with the biography of its founder and the person for whom it is na

Chapter Three covers the sites that have been destroyed 2



attempts to determine their names and locations. They are the al-
Sahirah cemetery, the Carob Tree of the Ten (Kharubat al-‘Asharzh
Dome of the Prophets, and the Shrine of the Staff of Moses.
Chapter Four investigates the Christian sites that were
converted into Islamic shrines: the Ascension of Christ, investiga
its foundation and architectural origins across the ages, and clari
the Muslim interest in it; the Tomb of Mary, with a study of its
religious heritage; and the Shrine of Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyah, clarifyi
the origin of the building and investigating the identity of the pe

for whom it is named.

Part Three contains an analytical and archaeological study of for
the Islamic buildings still extant on the Mount of Olives, which
includes an architectural survey, the production of plans and
photographs and the study of the inscriptions, along with
archaeological excavations at the site of Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyah.

Chapter One is a study of the building of Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawi
incorporating the results of the archaeoclogical excavations.

Chapter Two is a study of the Shrine of al-Shaykh ‘Anbar z
associated structures and the text of his tombstone.

Chapter Three is a study of the Dome of the Forty and the
graves surrounding it.

Chapter Four is a study of al-Zawiyah al-Asa‘diyah, its vams

periods of establishment and its foundation inscriptions.

The study demonstrated a number of historical and architectural
results, among them:

1) The close connection between the opening verses of Surat
Tin and the names of the Mount of Olives and its known locations.

2) The continuation of the Muslim interest in the Mount of O

VWYY



especially in the Early Islamic period, associated with the prece
Christian heritage, with special attention to the Ascension of Je
and the Tomb of Mary, in addition to the al-Sahirah cemetery and
prayer place of ‘Umar on the summit of the Mount.

3) The importance of the Ottoman period which saw a revival
the heritage of the previous Islamic periods through the use and
renovation of the buildings, in addition to the establishment of 2
number of zawiyahs and domes and shrines.

4) The use of the Mount as a place of worship and devotion,
especially in the Early Islamic period, as indicated by the shrine
Rabi‘ah and the description of Ibn al-‘Arabi al-Ma‘arifi who went

5) The connection of the shrines on this Mount to important
individuals. The thesis investigates whom the shrines are named
and shows that:

The shrine related to Salman al-Farisi goes back to Salman,
servant of Moses;

The shrine related to Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyah goes back to Ra
Maqdisiyah al-Shamiyah;

Al-Zawiyah al-Mansuriyah, related by some to the Sultan ak

Mansur Qalawun, goes back to its founder in the Ottoman period M

al-Mahallawi.

The buildings are all simpie architectural monuments composed of
floor or two and usually include graves. Most bear the architecturs
characteristics of the Ottoman period, such as arches and vaults in
of them and domes of various forms in some of them. All of the

buildings contain a small, simple mihrab. There are few architec
decorations such as cornices above some facades and openings. A
characteristic is the use of local limestone and ka‘kuli stone in

addition to the reuse of stones from earlier periods.
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