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GeographicalLiteracy about using the geographic information system
software (GIS) among the students with geography specialty at the

Universities of Birzeit and Hebron
Prepared by: Hiba Shakarneh

Supervisor: Kamel Hashem

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the geographichiteracy about using the geographic
information system software (GIS) among the students with geography specialty at the
Universities of Birzeit and Hebron, depending on using the program in geography ,the
general mformation about the use of the program and the study variables (sex, schpol year
the university.The study field consisted of the students from the Departments of
Geography and studies of cities from the University of Hebron and Birzeit totllihg 4
stucents in the second semester of school year-2013. The study sample consisted of

71 male and female students from the Department of Geography at the University of

Hebron, and (65) students from the Department of Geography at the University of Birzeit.

The study found that the enlightenment in the field of geographic information systems
(GIS) was high in terms of knowing how to use of the program in different geographical
types, while the use of the software and its applications by the students wasodot go

enough in both universities.

The study results showed that the average of the students grades of both universities
amounted to (13.68) with a percentage of 50.67% in which the ratio is low. The study also
found that students of the Universities of Hebemd Birzeit have good general knowledge
about the program (GIS) in terms of its use in the field of geography whether in population
Geography, or services or land use, or other geographical areas. However, they lack the
modus operandi of the program (GEhd its components, and how to use it in order to get

maps and other information needed in different geographical areas.

The results also found that there were no statistically significant differences among the

students of the Department of GeographthatUniversities of Birzeit and Hebron due to

n



the sex variable. However, in the case of the school year variable, there have been no
differences among the students of Birzeit University, but for the students of the fourth year

of Hebron University there we significant differences.

The study recommended that efforts be intensified by the Department of Geography at the
universities in order to promote the use of modern technology in the teaching geography
courses thathe studenheed to use these prograrAsso, the Department of Geography at

the universities need to work on holding training sessions for students of the fourth year

within a course that regards geographic information systems.
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