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Media freedom in Palestine between regulation and restriction

Prepared by: Duaa Saleh Subhi Dar Mousa

Supervised by: Dr. Issa Manasra

Abstract

This study examines the topic of media freedom in Palestine, focusing on the relationship
between regulation and restriction imposed by the Palestinian Authority. The importance of
the study lies in the challenges faced by Palestinian media, which must balance preserving
freedom of expression and meeting formal regulatory requirements. The study aims to
analyze how the policies and procedures adopted by the Palestinian Authority impact local
media and their compliance with international standards of press freedom.

The study reviews the laws and regulations related to the media established by the
Palestinian Authority and discusses their impact on the ability of journalists and media
institutions to operate freely and independently, as well as the authority's role as a protector
of freedom of expression, journalism, and media freedom. The study indicates that
restrictive practices directly affect this freedom, away from the influence of Israeli
occupation. The research explores the legal and regulatory measures taken by the Palestinian
Authority toward media institutions and journalists and how these measures affect the
principle of press freedom.

In addition, It highlights how the authority uses justifications such as national security and
maintaining public order to legitimize its interventions in the work of journalists and media
institutions, interventions that have at times amounted to violations. The study concludes
that the restrictions imposed on Palestinian media by the Authority pose a significant
challenge to freedom of expression and negatively impact the development of an
independent media capable of contributing to the building of a democratic society.

The study offers recommendations, emphasizing the need to reconsider media legislation
to ensure a balance between media regulation and the protection of press freedom, in line
with international human rights standards. Notably, there is a clear overlap between
necessary regulation to maintain order and excessive restriction that limits press freedom.
Despite the existence of regulatory laws, the practices of the Palestinian Authority often lack
transparency, using laws as tools to control media and political discourse, which weakens

the media's ability to act as an effective watchdog in Palestinian society.
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