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Abstract
Israeli policy towards Iraq: 1990 — 2003

This research deals with reviews the development of Israeli policy towards Iraq in the
period 1948-1958. during this period, Israel put in to consideration the importance of
"Kordestan Al-Iraq" , because of its important strategic position and the presence of oil in
Karkook area.

the Mossad " the secret Israeli external hand and intellegence service" focused on the
establishment of confidential relations with the Iraqi Kurds in the north of Iraq on the
pretext of defending Kurdish rights.

This period also witnessed efforts to attract Jews from Iraq to Palestine and use all means-
including terrorism- in what was known as "In Ezra and Nehemiah Operation ", which
aimed at and succeeded in the replacement of 95% of the Iraqi Jewish community in the
newwly established Israel ( 1950 — 1951).

the research then reviewed the history of the development of Israeli policy towards Iraq in
the period of 1958-1990, where the events of this period witnessed a 14" of July revolution
1958, a coup which brought in a real parallel forces in the Arab Middle East and adjacent
areas. Consequently, there was a withdrawal of Iraq from the Baghdad Pact, Iraq also
declared a policy of "positive neutrality” and closer ties and relations with the Soviet
Union. Therefore, foreign powers have sought to exploit the Kurdish affair in order to
thwart Iraqi revolution .

they established the so-called "Trident organization " with its secret activity involving
Turkey, Iran, Israel, whish have had one common goal combines Israel , Iran and Mustafa
Barzani, trying to exhaust the Iraqi army and the country, to weaken Iraq in front of Iran to
gain Iran,s territorial claims in the Shatt al-Arab, and to obtain external support for the
Kurds.

In Order for Israel to enter to northern Iraq via Iran this has become the preoccupation and
the perpetuation of the insurgency of Mustafa Barzani, , this has been attempted by all
available means: to sease the largest possible number of Iraqi army units, the depletion and
destruction of Iraq's military, economic and human capabilities and the removal of Iraq
from contributing in turn in any Arab-Israeli wars.

On the other hand, Israel has planted spy networks within the group of Iraqi scientists and

succeeded in the elemination of Egyptian and German scientists since 1962 to try to
obstruct Iraq's attempts at developing nuclear technology.

16



At this period, connections started between the Iraqi Kurdish leaders and some Israeli
secret envoys at a high level in 1962 in the " International Socialist " in Geneva, where
"Shimon Peres," ( the then director of Israeli deferse mine) expressed the desire of Israeli
support. The Mossad, therefore, infiltrated a number of Israeli army officers into the
kurdish area.

The Israeli support for Kurds increased in that period and seriously, which prompted the
Iraqi Defense Minister, "Abdul Aziz Aqili" to say: "The East and West are helping the
Kurdish rebels to create Israel in northern of Iraq, as they have done in Israel in 1948 ".

Beside, that the research discussed the role of official institutions in Israel in the policy-
making towards Iraq, and how these institutions attempted towards achieving the
objectives of the Israeli strategy, which focused directly or indirectly on the need for a
knockout blow to Iraq in order to weaken its aims in the region, as well as influencing
internal and external conditions concering the international environment since the early
nineties of the twentieth century.

During the cold war period, especially at the end of it, Israel and U.S combined their
forces to exploit the Kurdish affair for the benefit of Israel.

This included military, economic and political full cooperation in that regaed.

Needless to say, this Israeli American stretegy concerning Iraq has increased especially
during the period 1998-2003, until the American occupation has been fully coordinated
with Israel and with other " Arab Participants" in the area.

Therefore, we find that the invasion of the United States, Britain with other forces and the
occupation of Iraq in 2003, served Israel as has never been dreamed of before. This made it
easy to implement long term U.S strategic plans in the region at all levels, from the final
elimination of Iraq militarily, economically and politically, with the heavy presence of
Israel in Iraq. Iraq became source of threat, instability and trouble for its neighbors- the
Arabs and the Turks and the Iranians- Iraq became a scene of many international
intelligence agencies, foremost among then the Israeli Mossad.
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