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Visually Impaired Students' Perceptions and Attitudes Toward

Transitioning to University

Prepared by: Rana Ali Mohammed Sarhan
Supervised by: Dr. Said Hussein Awwad

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the perceptions of students with visual impairments and their
attitudes towards transitioning to university level. The descriptive analytical method was
employed, and the study sample consisted of (17) male and female students with visual
impairments, selected through a purposive sampling method. To achieve the study's
objectives, a questionnaire was developed to measure the perceptions of students with
visual impairments, along with an interview to assess their attitudes.

The results indicated that the level of perceptions of students with visual impairments
regarding the transition to university was rated between high and very high. There were
statistically significant differences in the mean scores of these perceptions attributed to the
gender variable in favor of males. Differences were also found based on the type of
disability, favoring those with total blindness, and according to the academic track,
favoring the literary track. Additionally, differences were observed in relation to the
overall achievement level, with differences favoring the excellent rating.

Qualitative analysis of the interviews with students with visual impairments revealed a
strong belief in the importance of building strong social relationships for support and
assistance in their future university life, along with interaction between the challenges they
face and their available capabilities. The results also highlighted the importance of using
diverse assessment methods and the role of technology in enhancing their access to
information.

The study concluded with several recommendations, the most significant of which is to
inform the Ministry of Education about the importance of supporting students in primary
and secondary education to improve their achievement levels, thereby enhancing their
opportunities for higher education.

Keywords: student perceptions, visual impairment, attitudes, university level.
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