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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to know the extent to which agricultural projects contribute
in attracting the inhabitants to the Jordan Valley area, to indicate the role of
agricultural projects, the importance and the impediments which face them,
the importance of the Jordan Rift Valley for Palestine and to delineate the
factors which attract and expel the inhabitants from and to Jordan Valley area.
The researcher used the descriptive method (the analytical method) in this
study, by means of conducting interviews with the study population which
was specified before beginning the interviews in order to achieve the aims of
the study. The study population consisted of the relevant governmental and
non-governmental institutions and the big farmers and the experts whereby
the study population represents all the sectors. In the governmental sector,
(12) persons were interviewed. In the non-governmental institutions, (5)
persons were interviewed, (9) big farmers in the Palestinian Jordan Valley
area were interviewed and (4) experts in agriculture and projects related to the
Jordan Valley were interviewed. The number of the interviews which were
conducted was (30) interviews which included all the sectors related the topic
of the study. The future scenarios for the numbers of the inhabitants within
the Palestinian context until the year (2030) were known.

The study concluded that agricultural projects contribute in attracting the
inhabitants directly and indirectly to the Jordan Valley area. These are
restricted to special categories which are workforce and investors. Its area is
estimated around (%16) until the year (2030). The results of the interviews
indicated  that the Israeli occupation is one of the most important
impediments which face the agricultural projects in the Jordan Valley area
and impeding development in that area. The Palestinian Authority and the
non-governmental institution shoulder the responsibility of implementing
development projects and conducting in depth studies to invest in the area in
agriculture, tourism and industry specifically in order to confront Israeli
settlement. The profit realized from the agricultural projects is considered one
of the most important factors which attract the inhabitants to the Jordan
Valley area. It was indicated that the sustainable development projects,
greenhouse projects, land reclamation projects, and palm trees planting
projects are among the most attracting agricultural projects for the inhabitants.
The repelling factors for the inhabitants from the area revolved around the
high temperatures, lack of services and the Israeli violations. These matters
and the lack of agricultural projects in the Jordan Valley are will contribute to
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the emigration of the inhabitants and the increase in the number of the Israeli
settlements in it.

The study recommended the necessity of the state support for the agricultural
projects in the Jordan Valley area through increasing the general budget of the
Ministry of Agriculture, reinforcing the compensations fund of the farmers for
the damages incurred on them and conducting legal and administrative
facilities for the investors in the agricultural sector in Jordan Valley area.
These matters encourage the steadfastness of the inhabitants there. The study
also recommended that the state should put plans and general policies in order
to achieve sustainable development in the Jordan Valley area. Studies should
be conducted for the needs of the Palestinian Jordan Valley area in matters
related to the infrastructure, investment potentials in all sectors , classifying
agricultural lands in terms of use and production, following up the violations
which the area is subject to, encouraging the private sector to invest in the
Palestinian Jordan Valley area, attracting new inhabitants to the area through
creating new work opportunities in order to consolidate Palestinian
sovereignty and creating real development for that area. Governmental and
non-governmental institutions should work on offering strategic projects
having a developmental nature and conducting workshops and conferences on
the economic and political importance in order to establish agricultural
projects in Jordan Valley area. The study also recommended the existence of
an institution which forms a general framework for comprehensive planning
and working on establishing a residential city in the north of Jordan Valley
area.
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(2014-2007) clsicd) A cpihgival) 230 405 Jo Jy (:(7.3) &) Gk

Establishment | pop | pop | pop | pop | pop |pop | pop | pop

o | SetmentName. | S| Govenorate| o | onr | e | aog | 2010 | a0 | 202 0t | 2
I I I A N AN N N .
1 ¢ Almog ) | Jericho 1977 188 | 197 | 153 | 161 | 170 | 179 | 188 | 198
2| ) Argaman byl [ Jericho 1970 170 | 170 | 166 | 175 | 185 | 195 | 206 | 217
3| ol Beit Ha'Arava by Jericho 1980 102 | 9% | 95 | 120 | 122 | 154 | 195 | 246
41 dab Gigal byl [ Jericho 1970 148 | 170 | 172 | 181 | 191 | 201 | 212 | 223
5 7 Hamra Lyl Jericho 1971 119 | 111 91 | 88 | % | 91| 8 | &
6| aliiddae | MaalEfraim | S | Jericho 1970 1377 | 1641 | 1400 | 1477 | 1558 | 1644 | 1734 | 1829
1 g5 Massu'a by Jericho 1970 136 | 172 | 172 | 181 | 191 | 201 | 212 | 223
B supide Mizpe Yeriho byl | Jericho 1978 1700 | 1792 | 1754 | 1850 | 1952 | 2059 | 2172 | 2290
9 i Netiv HaGedud lay)l Jericho 1975 14 | 177 | 175 | 185 | 195 | 206 | 218 | 230
0] Niran byl | Jericho 1981 5 | 62 | 54 [ 57|60 | 63|67 | T
U] g No'omi (Na'ama) | ) Jericho 1979 128 | 142 | 102 | 108 | 114 | 121 | 128 | 135
12 diudy Pezael (Fezae) | )l | Jericho 1972 A7 | 272 | 212 | 287 | 303 | 320 | 337 | 356
13 nb Tomer by Jericho 1978 290 | 290 | 233 | 246 | 260 | 275 | 290 | 306
W] ppy Vered Jericho byl | Jericho 1980 190 | 224 | 194 | 205 | 216 | 228 | 241 | 255
BB i Yaf byl | Jericho 1980 11 | 127 | 127 | 134 | 141 | 149 | 157 | 166
16 <& Yitav byl | Jericho 1970 187 | 227 | 221 | 239 | 252 | 265 | 279 | 294
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1] ol Begaot ghsh | Tubas 1972 175 | 197 | 160 | 169 | 178 | 188 | 199 | 210
2| (ud)@gsjiu | Bironot(Shil) | wbsh | Tubas 1984 0o oo fofo]olo]o
3| e Hemdat wbsh | Tubas 1980 163 | 163 | 176 | 186 | 196 | 207 | 219 | 231
4] G Maskiyyot ohsh | Tubas 1987 60 | 60 | 60 | 60 | 60 | 60 | 60 | 60
5 Vs Mehola wbsh | Tubas 1968 357 | 393 | 377 | 398 | 420 | 443 | 468 | 404
6| & Ro] wbsb | Tubas 1976 126 | 157 | 150 | 158 | 167 | 176 | 185 | 195
7| (0~)ds) | Rotem(Naha) | wbsh | Tubas 1984 45 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 200 | 100 | 100 | 100
8| Vsl | ShadmotMehola | wbsh | Tubas 1978 542| 54| 493 520 549| 579 611 644

total 6160 6941 6410 6765 7125 755 7953 8414

(20156 7)) 2¢2)
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