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Criminal Prosecution of Rumor- Mongering
Mahmoud Nammoura

Dr. Fadi Rabaya

Abstract

The aim of this study is to assess the legislative and political effectiveness
employed by the Palestinian criminal legislator in combating rumors. In this
context, the concept of rumors in their various forms has been defined, along with
the factors contributing to their dissemination, the elements of the crime of
spreading rumors in criminal legislation, the legal basis for these crimes, and the
procedural and punitive mechanisms for confronting rumors in criminal legislation.
Additionally, the study explores the punishment for spreading rumors under the

applicable law in Palestine.

This study utilizes the descriptive method as it is suitable for such research.
It also employs the deductive and inductive method by examining the legal,
jurisprudential, and judicial perspectives on the criminal confrontation of rumors to

achieve the study's objectives.

Finally, the study has arrived at a series of findings, including that the crime
of spreading rumors can target individuals, state institutions, or the state itself.
Rumors may be personal if their disseminator seeks personal gain or obtaining a
high position. Palestinian legislation regarding criminal laws, including the Penal
Code, is clear concerning the dissemination of rumors, categorizing them into three
types: rumors directed against individuals during times of war, rumors during
normal circumstances, and rumors against the state in both normal and exceptional

circumstances.



Transparency is considered a cornerstone of this crime, as without it, the
crime does not occur. The legal basis for this crime relies on the existence of
transparency. Furthermore, some Palestinian laws specify that attempting to
commit the crime of spreading rumors is inconceivable, especially when targeting
the nation's morale or the state's prestige and status. Such crimes fall under the
category of misdemeanors, and attempts to commit them require explicit legal

provisions, as stated in the Penal Code.

Moreover, the study presents several recommendations, notably: drafting
legal texts to criminalize rumors in the Penal Code, and at the electronic level, by
drafting legal texts to criminalize electronic rumors in Palestinian legislation
concerning electronic crimes. Additionally, there is a necessity to draw a clear line
between defamation crimes and rumor crimes, as this is a crucial and important
issue. The rationale for this differentiation lies in clarifying the legal treatment of
broadcasting false news against the president, king, or cabinet members, whether it
constitutes defamation, slander, or rumor, based on meeting the conditions of both
crimes simultaneously. Furthermore, there is a need to address the deficiency in
Article (132) of the Jordanian Penal Code by the Palestinian legislator, stating that
the punishment for disseminating rumors that undermine the state's prestige and
status applies to anyone who commits such acts within or outside the state's

borders alike.
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