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Memories and fears of Nakba and Displacement events by the first and
second Palestinian generations.

Prepared by: Haneen Na’el “Mohammad Sabri” Zidan
Supervised by: Dr. lyad AL-Halaq

Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate the memories and fears of Nakba and
displacement events as perceived by the first and second Palestinian
generations of Deir Yassin village. The study approached the literature as a
multi-dimensional phenomenon, which addressed both theoretical and

applied research.

To achieve this end, the study adopted the qualitative research approach using
the sampling survey method. The interview is appropriate for the exploratory
nature of the research, which consists of 20-items. The random purposive
method was utilized which comprised of a sample size of (8) Palestinian
refugees of Deir Yassin village, at Jerusalem Governorate, Palestine.
Participants were approached in the West Bank by the researcher, and were
asked to participate in the interview officially. The collected data was

analyzed by the researcher using the qualitative research approach.

The study attained a number of findings, mostly; the residents of Deir Yassin
exposed the trauma of asylum, displacement, loss of security and stability to
their sense of defeat, frustration and denial, and entering into a state of mental
mourning. The source of preserving the Palestinian collective memory in
general and the memory of the inhabitants of Deir Yassin in particular is
especially through the oral narrative. Fear is the natural feeling of the
inhabitants of Deir Yassin under daily massacres and the on-going Israeli

occupation.



The results revealed differences in expressing the fears of the refugees, due to
place of residency. The residents of Deir Yassin village have the feeling of
grief and pain. Nostalgia is the natural feeling of insecurity and there was a

consensus on mechanisms to express nostalgia among the refugees.

The study may contribute to the realization of the extent to which the events
of the Nakba are deep rooted for the refugees, and the subsequent generations'
knowledge on the Nakba events. In addition, the study may assist in revealing
the fears of the first generation, which has been transmitted to the second
generation. Shedding light on the psychological and social aspects,
understanding the refugee’s memory formation and the feelings that
accompany refugees to this day may help psychologists, social workers
develop guidance programs, and intervention plans to detect some of the

psychological and social problems of refugees.

The study has come up with a set of recommendations, mostly; to make a
contrastive study between the inhabitants of Lifta and Deir Yassin villages in
relation to the psychological and social effects of displacement. Moreover, to
conduct a study of the psychological aspects related to adherence to the right
of return for the Palestinian refugees in general and of Deir Yassin in
particular, a further research is essential in the area of psychological trauma
among the second generation of the Nakba, and finally, the need to establish
programs for psychosocial support for the refugees based on the refugees’

memory and the identity.
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