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Use of Alternative Communication by Picture Exchange Communication
System in Teaching Children with Intermediate Mental Disabilities and
its impact on their Interaction in Class

Abstract

This study aimed at review the use of alternative Communication Picture Exchange
Communication System "PECS" by exchanging photos in teaching students with
intermediate mental disabilities towards increasing their class interaction and in review the
impact of use of this method in the advancement of communication skills, language skills
and personal skills of students with special needs.

The sample of this study consisted of six students aged 10 years, from primary classes in Al
Nour School for children with special needs. These children have language difficulties,
whose ability to speak is minimal or their speech is unclear.

The researchers used a questionnaire consisting of 44 items divided into three categories to
increase interaction in class which includes communication skills consisting of 20 items,
language and speech capacity consisting of 11 items and personal traits consisting of 13
items and then verification of information and data.

The study results showed that there is an apparent development in the class interaction
among students who witnessed PECS methodology. The highest impact was witnessed in
the communication among almost all students where communication with peers, ability to
express needs and express participation and also students expressed their wishes of what
pictures to see when seeing the pictures which helped them in their speech and vocabulary.

The second avenue was the advancement in their vocabulary and language, the students
advanced gradually through the monitoring exercises which was witnessed among all
students where they remembered the word syllabus and their vocabulary increased and
improvements in the language was witnessed.

As for personal traits, improvement in this aspect was less evident in comparison with the
rest, however, improvements was evident in the decline in violence and negative traits
among students.

The results also showed a slight decline in the communication and the speech and
vocabulary where this method was stopped for one month and there was no apparent
decline in the personal traits.

This slight decline in the communication was represented in the attention span, listening
skills and in the vocabulary and speech. The monitoring results also showed that after four
months of ending this method, there was an apparent decline in all aspects mostly in the
communication skills, responding and participation.

There was also a decline in the communication by using words and small phrases and in the
language skills, there was a decline in speech and using vocabulary and in the hearing
memory and in the words. As fro personal traits, it was the most preserved where the
decline was very slight in the initiative and in communicating with others.



The results of the study ended up with recommendations and suggestion, the most
important ones included the following: Using communication through exchange of pictures
"PECS" as means for teaching students with special needs who do not have the ability to
speak as this method proved to be successful in developing the interaction and
communication skills of students. Respect and full understanding of students with special
needs willingness to communicate and interact with the society and to help them to express
themselves, and benefit from international expertise in picture exchange communication
system in order to train teachers and specialist in this filed.
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