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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the role played by the Palestinian sports media and the
extent of its contribution in reducing the phenomenon of stadium riots in the northern
governorates, from the view point of the public, negatively or positively. The study aims
also to identify the estimates of the sample members of this study concerning the role of
sport media, according to the independent secondary variables of study, namely: (gender,
place of residence, academic qualification, age group, media follow-up, and media types).
The researcher adopted the descriptive approach, using a questionnaire that she designed as
a tool for collecting data from a random sample of (350) supporters and fans of the
professional soccer teams, for the sports season (2017/2018). The results of the study
showed that the Palestinian sports media plays a large role in reducing the public riots in
sports stadiums in terms of the arithmetic average on the total score, which reached (3.15),
and that dealing with the content of the media message came in the first order with
arithmetic average of (3.45). The field of sports media type came third with an average of
(3.22), while the field of negative editorial policies came as fourth and last rank with an
average of (2.70). The results also showed there are statistical differences in the views of
the study respondents regarding the role of the sports media in reducing the phenomenon
of public riots, attributed to the variables of: (gender, place of residence, academic
qualification, and age group); while the results showed no statistical differences in terms of
the variables of watching the media and the type of Palestinian sports media.

The researcher recommended that there is a need for working on strengthening, and
investing in, the positive roles of the Palestinian sports media; and on modifying the
negative roles. In the transfer of sports news, sports media should keep itself away from
media agitation, by focusing on the content of the media message and not on the details of
the event as a means of media competition. The researcher also stressed the necessity for
programming clear sports media strategy in the Palestinian arena, on the basis that sports
media is an integral part of the sports mobility and a partner in its development. The level
of educational programs addressed to the public concerning the laws and ethics of clean
competition should be increased, and awareness should be spread among the masses about
the concept of sports competition and the importance of keeping the public away from
fanaticism. That will help the public to deal with winning and loss situations as a
community value with positive and negative effects. Developing rules and regulations
governing sports journalism in the Palestinian arena is of great importance, as well as the
importance of rehabilitating and developing cadres working in the field of Palestinian
sports media.
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