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The Criminal Policy of the Juvenile Delinquency (case study) with the
consideration of the president Juvenile protection bill in Palestine

Prepared by: Shadie Ahmad Abdel Hameed Ekhlil
Supervisor: Dr. Habes Zbedat

Abstract

This research will be covering the criminal policy of the juvenile crimes, as a modern
approach of the country policy by setting the basic guidelines to confront and reduce the
crime rate based on the modern theories of justice of the juvenile delinquents, to have a
free society of the juvenile crimes. This policy is based on rehabilitation and treatment of
the delinquents and reintegrated them in their societies, also this study through the
descriptive and analytical approach is seeking to study the criminal policy of the juvenile
crimes through two chapters and preceded by an introductory chapter that defined the
meaning of a juvenile and how to estimating the juvenile age. The first chapter contains the
privacy of following up the juvenile delinquents cases whence the criminal responsibility
and its historical development in the old and modern legislations, and the emergence of
judiciary for the juveniles, and the international and the regional interest of establishing a
police department dealing with juvenile delinquents in Palestine, and the interest of the
procedures related of the prosecution and trial of the juveniles. The second chapter has
contained reform arrangements for the juveniles regarding the Palestinian laws and the
international agreements and the statement of aftercare of juveniles. The importance of this
research lies to help in analyzing the juveniles’ reality in Palestine. On the one hand, the
laws were applied on in the past until we got the issuance resolution in a law to protect
them in Palestine. On the other hand, the operational practices towards the juveniles
through the competent authorities in the Juvenile Justice System, to be aware that system is

a complementary for the juvenile system, and not a substitute for the system.

The study of the criminal policy found out a main dilemma, which revealed a set of sub-
questions. This dilemma represented in searching about the harmony between the laws and
the higher interest of the juvenile, and are these laws contributed in providing the
legislative and practical necessary protection for the juveniles’ rights in the high of
promulgating a law about the protection of the juveniles in Palestine and what practical

obstacles that the law facing in the reality which the researcher tested out through his own



personal experience in working in the Juvenile Police Department in Hebron for three
years. The researcher tried to find an answer for this problematic and the its questions by
making many interviews with the official authorities in the Juvenile Justice System in
Palestine to get capable solutions that guaranty professional practice to achieve the highest

interest for the juveniles.

The study of the criminal policy of the juvenile delinquency through what covered in both
chapters revealed that the community who is keen for its continuity and stability should
invest great efforts for the juvenile category, and one of the most important foundations of
the modern criminal policy is rehabilitation of the juvenile delinquents and to reintegrate
them in their community and to keep them away as much as possible from the punishment
itself within its traditional concept, which aims to make the person pain and suffer by the
competent authorities as a penalty to his guilt, and to replace this, mentioned concept with
a set of reform arrangements to reintegrate the juveniles in their community, and harmony
between the of the principle of the commuting penal responsibility and the type and
amount of the penalty that the juvenile will sue before the puberty age, and this became an

international standard in dealing with the juveniles.

The study concluded that the Palestinian legislator currently oriented towards the reformist
justice of the juvenile delinquents, and considered that the main goal of the juvenile penal
treatment is hided in reforming juveniles, and the rules that control the juveniles’ criminal
responsibility are totally differ from rules that control the adults’ criminal responsibility,
the Palestinian legislator cancelled the juvenile penalty and replaced it with reformist
actions taking into account that the juvenile misdemeanant is made by acquired action not

born innately to commit misdemeanors.
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