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Prepared by: Ghassan Taleb Yousef Abadah

Supervisor: Dr. Omar M. Yousef

Abstract

This thesis intends to explain the close interactlmetween political vision, legal
procedures and urban planning in the Israeli sedld project in East Jerusalem. It
investigates how Israeli policy worked on the gapiic and demographic manipulation
of the city. In addition of the fragmentations Fileian neighborhoods and the isolation
from their surroundings, while encouraging Jewistilers to dominate East Jerusalem. It
also examines the various effects of Israeli pol@ly isolation and judaization on
Palestinian land and people since Israeli occupatid 967 to 2010.

In this context, the study presents and analysesptiases and patterns of the gradual
developments and urban growth of Jewish settlemantse city and its surroundings. It
also explores the political visions and supportimgs which lead to the confiscation of
Palestinian land and the building of several Isreettlements.

In its analytical framework, this thesis argued thare is a close relation between political
vision and urban planning which becomes an operatitool of power that can affect the
geographic and demographic conditions in the tityt attempts to control the city, assure
a Jewish majority and extend its influence and games in Jerusalem, Israel uses urban
planning and supporting laws in ethnically biasetiqy that favors Jewish housing while
trying to displace Palestinians and limit their ampion and growth. In order to achieve its
goals Israel used a combination of laws to fa¢éithe implementation of its ethnic policy.

The study uses. the historical approach in docuimgthe phases of the settlement project
and their main characteristics. It also utilize® tHescriptive analytical approach in
examining the settlements and their geographicepet of growth as well as the
supporting laws of the Israeli policy. For demodmapand geographic indicators it uses
guantitative data. The main sources of the infoionavere books, articles and reports as
well as maps dealing with this subject. In ordevedfy information, the research included
field trips which were documented through obseoratiand taking photographs.

The results indicate that in its policy of land tohand judaization of Palestinian land,
Israel worked in phases using urban planning ig kemm guidance in a process of gradual
implementation. In addition to the conflict arouhe holy places and religious symbols Al
Haram a Sharif, the Old City and the surroundinig&i, Mount of Olives (At Tour) and
Sheikh Jarrah Al Haram a Sharif, the settlementsbepand further from the OIld City
towards the periphery. Those settlements belt withnected infrastructure form a ring



like pattern that penetrates, encircles and fragsnPalestinian urban tissue and isolates
East Jerusalem from its Palestinian surroundings.

The study identifies three rings of Jewish settlet®eand considers the wall of racial
separation as the fourth ring that culminated tioegss of annexation and isolation of East
Jerusalem.

In addition to the harmful socio-economic effectsigraeli settlement policy and the

construction of the wall on the Palestinian sogighe territorial developments in the

previous decade have serious political implicatiofteey undermine people’s confidence
in the possibility of the two state solution with Quds as the capital of the Palestinian
state. The study emphasizes the importance ofiegwon the plight of East Jerusalem at
local and international levels. It also stresseswital need to provide political, legal and
financial support for Palestinians in Jerusalerthigir defense of their basic human rights
such as the right to adequate housing. Providifigradble housing becomes a major
priority in supporting the Sumoud and steadfastioésise Palestinians on their land.
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