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the impact of harvesting processes on the quality of olive oil in the West

Bank, specifically in the case of Al-Quds Governorate

Prepared by: Taha husein husni AlJamal
Supervisor: Prof. Jehad Abadi

Co-Supervisor: Dr. thamin Hejawi

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the impact of harvesting processes on the quality of olive oil in
the West Bank, specifically in the case of Jerusalem Governorate. The researcher
employed both descriptive and experimental methodologies. The study sample consisted of
200 farmers in the Jerusalem Governorate, and an experimental trial was conducted

involving a sample of three olive trees. A questionnaire was used as a research tool.

The study concluded with several key findings, the most important of which is that
harvesting processes significantly affect the quality of olive oil. The results indicated that
the manual harvesting method is the best, and that harvesting in mid-October is optimal for
obtaining suitable oil quality. It was also found that direct processing immediately after
harvesting leads to higher oil quality; however, oil quality deteriorates with storage over
several days, losing many of its properties. Additionally, storing oil at high temperatures

results in increased acidity levels.

The study recommends increasing opportunities for developmental projects in the olive
sector and promoting field schools to disseminate the findings. It also calls for more
research related to olive tree care processes, as the lack of available information in this
area limits the potential for olive sector development. Furthermore, it emphasizes the need
for increased training and qualification of advisory staff in service processes to enhance
olive tree productivity, as well as providing financial and technical support to farmers and
raising awareness about care processes, particularly supplemental irrigation and disease

control, to boost productivity.
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