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Legal protection of the physical and moral health of working women under the
Palestinian Labor Law No. 7 of 2000 "comparative study"

Done by: Dania Ghassan Abdul fattah Shaarawi

Supervisor: Dr. Omar Erekat
Abstract

In this study, the researcher addressed an important topic related to working
women, which is the legal protection of their physical and moral health. Through
this study, light was shed on the legal texts that aim to protect the rights of working
women, whether those texts included in labor laws or regulations issued pursuant to
them. The researcher also showed that international legislation had previously been
concerned with protecting the rights of women in general and working women in
particular. The International Labor Organization contributed to issuing numerous
recommendations and agreements that regulated the rights of working women,
especially mothers. In addition, the Arab Labor Organization also contributed to this,
as Arab Agreement No. (5) regarding working women, issued in March 1976,
constituted a set of Arab standards protecting the rights of working women.

In this study, the researcher adopted the descriptive analytical comparative
approach in order to find a solution to the problem raised, which is the extent of the
Palestinian legislator’s interest in protecting working women in comparison with the
Jordanian and Egyptian legislators. The position of the Palestinian labor law on
working women and their rights was identified, in comparison with the Egyptian and
Jordanian labor law. Then, the international and Arab agreements that addressed this
topic were addressed, with reference to judicial decisions and rulings, as well as the
jurisprudential opinions that research the protection of women’s rights in the labor
market.

Through this study, the researcher reached a set of results and
recommendations, the most important of which are: Palestinian legislation, its
Jordanian and Egyptian counterparts, have all worked to provide legal requirements
aimed at protecting working women in light of their physical and moral makeup.
However, these requirements included in these legislations are not sufficient, given
the lack of legal mechanisms capable of following up on the consecration of the
principle of gender equality in the workplace. The most prominent recommendations
are the recommendation of the Palestinian legislator and its Jordanian and Egyptian
counterparts to strengthen the mechanisms for monitoring employers’ commitment
to the principle of equal opportunities between men and women in employment, in
addition to the necessity of forming a Palestinian campaign by Palestinian female
workers to join the Convention on the Elimination of Violence and Harassment in
the Workplace in light of the lack of legal protection from violence and harassment
at the Palestinian level.
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