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The Role of the Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) in Achieving
Political Development in the Southern Governorates in Palestine.

Prepared by: Mahmoud Said Al Hashash

Supervisor: Pro. Abed El Naser Srour
Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of the Independent Commission for Human Rights
(ICHR) in achieving political development in the southern governorates. The study
community included workers from the ICHR and specialists outside the Commission. In
order to reach the study's objectives, a descriptive approach was used, and interviews were
conducted with a sample of eleven human rights experts.

Several findings emerged from the study, notably the fact that development is in fact a
comprehensive concept that encompasses social, economic, environmental, political, and
cultural dimensions. All countries strive to achieve political development, which includes
political participation, peaceful transfers of power, political pluralism, strengthening
democracy, and protecting human rights.

Political development is also a major factor in determining the legitimacy of political power.
Organizations from the civil society monitor the extent to which the ruling authorities are
committed to enacting political development tools.

In light of the particular circumstances of the Palestinian situation, Palestinian political
development is still in its infancy as it suffers under an occupation which slowed down and
diverted the development process due to its control of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, while
the Palestinian division led to the faltering of political development in many fields.

Given its nature, the existence of the ICHR is considered a critical, as it is neither a civil nor
a governmental organization, but a state institution that enjoys independence in the
performance of its function, and it is assisted (to some extent) by the official authorities in
order to advance political development in Palestine, generally, and in the southern
governorates, particularly.

Based on the study results, it was recommended that the ICHR should activate the
monitoring tools that it uses to fulfill its duties, for the competent authorities to listen to its
recommendations and observations, to intensify efforts to end the Palestinian division, and
for the Council of Commissioners to have a larger role to press the competent authorities to
respect human rights and to achieve political development. Furthermore, the
recommendations indicated the necessity of concerted efforts to eliminate the occupation to
be able to achieve political development, as well as cooperation with similar institutions and
civil society groups to achieve common goals, as well as mobilizing empowerment tools at
the level of official and civil plans and programs. Demanding that applicable community
parties and duty-bearers adopt effective measures at the legislative, organizational, and



societal levels, in line with international trends in the protection of human rights, and
proportionate to the specificities of Palestinian society, as well as consistent with the
entitlements of Palestine's accession to international conventions.
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