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The image of the Palestinian in the Israeli digital cinema - Netflix as a
model

Prepared by: Amal Adli Helal Odeh

Supervisor: Dr. Walid Al-Shurafa

Abstract:

This study dealt with the image of the Palestinian in the Israeli digital cinema, and it aimed to
reveal the semiological image in which the Palestinian appears on the Netflix digital
platform, represented by the series “ Fauda” in its first and second parts, and the
accompanying symbolic images, based on the semiological analysis approach that revealed
the semiotic and technical mechanisms that has been followed and the Israeli cinematic
narrative which changed and shed light on the social and cultural aspects of the Palestinians
and the Israelis, and created an artificial image of the Palestinian hero, in addition to
transforming the form of the conflict into a religious one. The study examined the Netflix
digital platform as a digital medium that contributed to enhancing the symbolic and
expressive connotations represented in the study sample, which consisted of 12 episodes of
the series and 13 expressive images, making the series global by categorizing it as “the most
watched”, and using the advanced technologies in it to confirm the presence and dominance
of the Israeli championship narrative on the Palestinian narrative of fear, defeat, and revenge.
The study concluded that the series showed the Palestinian in an artificial and unreal way, as
his appearance was linked to inflicting the act of “terrorism” on his resistance, in addition to
the accompanying act of “betrayal” to him, whether it was Hamas or ISIS, and the concept of
revenge and vengeance on all his actions, in addition to the image. The main one represented
by depicting the Palestinian-lsraeli conflict with rooted religious connotations, which changes
the concept and form of the conflict, and makes the religious connotations visible and (In
focus) more than others revealed by the semiotic analysis of the types of footage and

cinematic narration that benefit from drama.
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