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Attitudes and opinions of Palestinian decision-makers about premarital examination  law 
Abstract  We explored the attitudes and opinions of 90 Palestinian decision-makers about the 
draft law on premarital examination. The findings revealed that decision-makers were aware of the 
spread of genetic diseases but not infectious diseases. The majority agreed on the draft law; 
however, they differed on the mode of its application. Half believed that the law is not ready yet for 
application due to insufficient financial support to establish the needed infrastructure. The most 
significant recommendations made by the decision-makers were to: enhance community 
awareness of the law, ensure proper coordination among the concerned ministries and 
institutions, and establish a national organization to work on endorsement of the tests and 
issuance of the appropriate application strategies and regulations.   
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Attitudes and opinions of Palestinian decision-makers about premarital examination law
ABSTRACT  We explored the attitudes and opinions of 90 Palestinian decision-makers about the draft 
law on premarital examination. The findings revealed that decision-makers were aware of the spread of 
genetic diseases but not infectious diseases. The majority agreed on the draft law; however, they differed 
on the mode of its application. Half believed that the law is not ready yet for application due to insufficient 
financial support to establish the needed infrastructure. The most significant recommendations made 
by the decision-makers were to: enhance community awareness of the law, ensure proper coordinat-
tion among the concerned ministries and institutions, and establish a national organization to work on 
endorsement of the tests and issuance of the appropriate application strategies and regulations.  

Attitudes et opinions des décisionnaires palestiniens à l’égard de la loi concernant l’examen 
prénuptial
RÉSUMÉ Nous avons examiné les attitudes et les opinions de 90 décisionnaires palestiniens à l’égard 
du projet de loi concernant l’examen prénuptial. Il ressort que les décisionnaires sont conscients de la 
progression des maladies génétiques mais pas de celle des maladies infectieuses. La majorité d’entre 
eux approuvent le projet de loi ; toutefois, ils divergent sur les modalités d’application. La moitié d’entre 
eux pensent que la loi ne peut pas encore être appliquée en raison de l’insuffisance du soutien financier 
pour la mise en place de l’infrastructure nécessaire. Les recommandations les plus importantes faites 
par les décisionnaires sont les suivantes : mieux informer la communauté au sujet de cette loi, veiller 
à une bonne coordination entre les ministères et les établissements concernés, et mettre en place un 
organisme national chargé des questions relatives à l’approbation des tests et la promulgation des 
règlements et procédures d’application appropriés.
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