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The Egyptian military campaigns in the Levant during the Late Bronze Age
(15501200 B.C.E)

Prepared by: Safa Saleh Abdullah Awad

Supervisors: Prof. Salah Hussein AHoudalieh

Abstract:

This study dealt with the subject of the Egyptian military campaigns against the
Levant during the Late Bronze Age (15501200 BC), with the aim of identifying
the political reality of the Levant reg®during this era, and the motives behind
organizing several military campaigns against it by the kings of the Eighteenth
and Nireteerth Dynasties and t acquire knowledge regarding the military
equipment and tactics that were employed throughout these military operations.
To this end, the researcher used the historiaahalytical method after collecting

relevant research and studiesnd relying on them to complete the study.

This study consisted of six chapters, as follows:

Chapter One: This chapter encompasses the introduction of the study, the
problem, justifications, objectives, hypothesis, questions, temporal and spatial

bounds,previous studies, and the overall framework of the research.

Chapter Two: This chapter explored the Levant (Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, and
Syria) and Egypt, with a focus on their geographical location, ancient naming

conventions, topography, significargrgeral characteristics, cultural history, and



the commercial/military routes connecting Egypt and the Levant. Owing to the
Levant's strategic geographical position and its near proximity to Egypt, Egypt
sought to exert control over the Levant region priflyafor defensive reasons,
given that Palestine serves as a crucial transit point for accessing Egypt.
Furthermore, Egypextended its political boundaries to the Levaior both
political and commercial reasons. The dominance over the Levant was cracial i
ensuring the smooth flow of trade between Egypt and the Levant, and even

extending beyond.

Chapter Three: This chapter focused on the military equipment employed by
armies in the ancient Near East during the Late Bronze Age. These included
shields, helmss, maces, daggers, swords, axes, spears, bows and arrows,

slingshots, and chariots. The identification of these tools was based on
archeological discoveries in tombs, as well as inscriptions, texts, and drawings

found on the walls of tombs and temples.

Chapter Four focused on the Egyptian military expeditions targeting the Levant
regionsthroughout the Eighteenth Dynasty, spanning from 1550 to 1308 BC. In
this period, Egypt endeavored to enlarge its empire by annexing extensive
territories in the LevantConsequently, it exerted significant political and military
dominance over a significant portion of Syria. The aspiration for this
dominancebecame apparent during the reign of King Ahmose I, who freed Egypt

S



from the Hyksos and relentlessly pursued theorthwards, ultimately besieging
them in Sharuhin, a significant stronghold in southern Palestine, as well as other
Canaanite cities. Subsequently, King Thutmose | launched expeditions to the
Levantand established a commemorative inscription in Qargamisgtich served

as evidence of his conquest and dominion over the area. Thutmose Ill, a major
ruler of the Eighteenth Dynasty, successfully conducted numerous military
campaigns against the Levant. He effectively curbed the expansionist ambitions
of the Hurran- Mittannian rulers in Syria, including Lebanon. Fortunately, the
Amarna letters provided us with valuable insights into the political landscape
under the reigns of King Amenhotep Il and King Amenhotep IV, often known as
Akhenaten. Egypt's territorial ltings in Asia were diminished as a result of the
Canaanite cities' uprising against Egyptian governance. During the Late Bronze
Age, the Egyptians implemented a novel administration system in the Levant.
Their objective was to establish significant adstnaitive hubs, with each of
these hubs serving as the abode of the Egyptian Vicereay the
commissioners/observers. During the early New Kingdom period, Gaza City
served as the primary bastion of the commissioners. These commissioners, in
turn, selected loal princes to oversee the administration of significant cities in
the Levant region. Consequently, the local rulers were subject to the oversight of

these commissioners.



Chapter Five: This chapter focused on the Egyptian military expeditions in the
Levantregionsthat took place under the reign of the Nineteenth Dynasty (2308
1200 BC). King Seti | and Ramesses Il were highly influential monarchs of this
dynasty. An attempt was made to reinstate the esteemed status of the Egyptian
Empire through military aon, resulting in the successful recapture of cities that
were previously lost during the rule of King Amenhotep- IMMkhenaten. King
Ramses Il exerted dominion over Palestine, Lebanon, and a little portion of Syria,
particularly the coastal seaports alotige Mediterranean Sea. King Merneptah,
the offspring of King Ramesses Il, inscribed a commemorative inscription to
honor his triumph in a conflict he initiated against the indigenous groups residing

in Palestine.

Chapter Six: This chapter presents the képdings of the study, which include
the following: (1) historical evidence suggests that the Egyptian new kingdom
had consistent motives to dominate the Levant. This was done to establish a
strategic base for waging wars against neighboring Asian emjpinglskingdoms,

to secure trade routes, and to acquire wealth from the region. (2) The new
Egyptian kingdom aimed to hinder the creation of Canaanite alliances that were
opposed to the Egyptian political system, in order to establish Egyptian
dominance thwughout the Levant. (3) The Egyptians utilized both land and sea

means to conduct their military operations throughout battles, and their naval



navy was renowned during the Late Bronze Age. (4) The Canaanite cities
consistently defied the Egyptian governmed system, as demonstrated by the
frequent military expeditions launched by Egypt against these cities. At the

conclusion's conclusion, a number of recommendations were provided.
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