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ABSTRACT 

Interplay Between Lung Cancer Awareness and Attitudes in Palestine: A 

National Cross-sectional Study 
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Background: In Palestine, lung cancer (LC) is the leading cause of cancer-related mortality and 

ranks as the third most prevalent cancer overall. The adoption and sustained adherence to certain 

health behavior patterns are predominantly influenced by an individual's attitude toward a 

specific disease. This study aimed to examine the interplay between LC awareness and attitudes. 

Objectives: Examine the interplay of LC awareness in terms of symptoms, risk factors, and 

causation myths with the attitudes toward LC. Also, to explore how high awareness in each of 

these domains corresponds to agreement to certain aspects regarding LC. 

 

Methods: This was a nationwide cross-sectional study conducted from July 2019 to March 2020, 

utilizing convenience sampling to collect data from hospitals, primary healthcare facilities, and 
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public spaces across 11 governorates. Modified versions of the LC Awareness Measure and 

Cancer Awareness Measure-Mythical Causes Scale were employed to evaluate awareness levels 

regarding LC symptoms, risk factors, and causation myths. Cumulative awareness scores for each 

domain were calculated and categorized into fertiles, with the highest fertile indicating 'high' 

awareness and the remaining two fertiles indicating 'low' awareness. 

Results: The final analysis included 4762 participants. In total, 2466 participants (51.8%) had a 

high awareness of LC symptoms. Participants with high LC symptom awareness were more 

likely than those with low awareness to display a positive attitude toward LC (OR= 1.13, 95% CI: 

1.00- 1.28). Half of study participants (n= 2381, 50.0%) exhibited a high awareness of LC risk 

factors. However, there was no association between demonstrating a high awareness of LC risk 

factors and showing a positive attitude toward LC. Only 287 participants (6.0%) showed a high 

awareness of LC causation myths. Participants with high awareness of LC causation myths had 

a greater likelihood of reporting positive attitudes toward LC compared to those with low 

awareness (OR= 2.74, 95% CI: 2.04- 3.69). 

Conclusion: Positive attitudes toward LC were found to be more likely in those with a high level 

of awareness of LC symptoms and causations myths. Targeted interventions to enhance 

awareness, correct misconceptions, and promote positive attitudes toward LC may contribute to 

improved prevention, early detection, and patient outcomes 
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