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Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and itsimpact on economic
development from the viewpoint of major investorsin the West Bank.

Studebt Name: Naim Yousef Lafi Ahmad

Supervisor: Dr Basem Makhool
Dr. Ibrahim Awad

Abstract

This study conducted in the period between the month of July/2012 —November /2014, the
population the study was major investors mainly related with external trade in West Bank
except Jerusalem governorate.

The study aimed to investigate the EROUMED partnership agreements impact on
achieving economica development in West Bank and the relationship between Palestine
and EU within EROUMED partnership agreements, the study aimed to recognize aso the
EU role in strengthening the Palestinian sovereignty and an end to Israeli occupation
according to major investor’s viewpoint in West Bank.

The rationale for this study was opening the door to study the economical development
side of the singed agreements by Palestinian National Authority. This study will cover
some of the shortage in these studies.

The population of the study consisted of all major investors directly related to external
trade and linked to Palestinian exporters directory 2012, who were (300) investors in West
Bank except Jerusalem governorate.

The Analytical descriptive approach has been used, and data analyzis data and draw
conclusions, which were prepared a questionnaire contained of five main paragraphs, 10
main pivots contained (34) questions, information was gathered, examine and test
hypotheses, and analysis of data contained in the resolution through the introduction and
compilation of data, and then analyzed using statistical program (SPSS), were extracted
percentages, standard deviations, as well as (ANOVA ) to signify the differences between
the average responses of all the subjects.

The results showed that EUROMED partnership agreements were for the EU benefits and
did not achieve Palestinian emption, and did not reach its goals for Palestinian economical
development. The EU financial support to Palestine was according to donor’s vision and it
was for relief not development, and did not enabled Palestinian products to reach
international markets. The agreements failed in attracting foreign direct investment that
means a loss in recruiting new technology, expanding Palestinian labor market, the
agreements failed in removing Israelis obstacles. It shows that PNA did not work on
publication and dissemination the agreements private sector institution also does the same.

The researcher reached to set of conclusions concerning the impact of the EROUMED
agreements in developing Palestinian economy< PNA and private sector did not pay
attention to international agreements due to lack in its institutional structure and lack in



coordination between PNA and private sector« there are obstacles to take advantages of the
agreements led by the Israeli occupation. The EU preferred bilateral projects with partners
and failed to contract projects between partners, The inability of the EU to face the USA
projects in the region due to heterogeneity political position within the European Union
.Palestinian side gave importance to political impact of all agreements to end the Isragli
occupation« The EU gave importance to develop the States recently joined the EU that
effected the development in Palestine. The EU role in the region was to finance the peace
process and not to be a partner on it that caused disappointment for Palestinian. Economic
development in Palestine depended on external financial support. PNA and privates sector
institutions recently fomed, that did not enable to benefit from the agreement. Political
Partnership absence in PNA did not enable Palestinian experts in economic to play their
role in forming the agreements. Palestinian economic development still controlled through
financial support from donors.

The researcher recommended a set of recommendations for both (PNA & private sector)
Agree on a common basis on the mechanism of action and a clear development vision.
Both sectors (Public & private) have to activate the institutional work based on advance
planning. Activating the role of the joint Palestinian European Commission. Preparation of
scientific studies to evaluate the agreements concluded with the Palestinian National
Authority. Workshops for publication and dissemination of agreements.
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