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Abstract:

Palestine, full of cultural heritage sites and historical buildings, reflects
various old cultures and civilizations. Such places unluckily, face great
risks and violations, false usage, false urban planning for villages and
cities, neglecting and damaging old erections and natural disasters all
have contributed making Palestinian community lose its historical phase,
showing identity and history.

Consequently, such sites need rehabilitation, restoration and
conservation. Non taking care of these relics, remnants, and ancestors
cultures would tell fables or legends forgotten as did others.

Thereupon, a notable historic building has been chosen to take care of.
Such an erection, eighteenth century building which is Ras Karkar Castle
played an important role in this period, for being a private dwelling for
the Samhan family elders who were leaders of North Bani Harith
neighborhood. It was the headquarter, center and core of the government
that controls the whole area. As a result of administrative and political
position that the castle played its building pattern has to be different than
other buildings in the area. Therefore attention has been paid to its
building through enriching the components and architectural details to
become unique in its construction in a way that is consistent with the
environmental and Social context.

The focus of this thesis it to present a restoration application project of
the castle, through a comprehensive study of all means and mechanisms
required by the restoration process. First, Essential and vital drawings to
restore. Second, the research gives restrictions how to deal with
traditional materials of building, preparations, usage and problems
outcome. Third, Treatment and coping with deterioration scientifically,
affecting negatively old castle constituents. to come up eventually at a
building that can be utilized and re-used functionally in accordance to the
surrounding nature and the urban community prevailing in this region,
and have an economic effect on the local society and the State as well.

This study ends by providing the most important results that were

reached after extensive studies undertaken to determine the most
appropriate ways to deal with all elements and components of the castle

VI



from all factors of deterioration and damage, these ways determining the
most appropriate remedies to the problem of humidity, salt, updating and
replacing the stones, cleaning Stone walls of the castle from various
pollutants, addressing the problem of biological damage, grouting lime
mortar, vegetation and animal presence.

To conclude, The importance of this study is that it comes at a time
when there is an urgent desperate need to set the general foundations and
principles of restoration for historic buildings, especially in light of the
threats facing the elements of the cultural heritage of natural and humane
hazards, and in the absence of Palestinian laws and legislations
concerning the protection of this heritage on one hand, and the variety of
opinions and theories of different restoration concepts on the other, but
all these basis should be considered under the umbrella of international
conventions and recommendations on the protection of cultural heritage
architect.
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