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Abstract

The effect of educational games on the development of cognitive

skills in kindergarteners.

This study aimed to explore the effectiveness of a training program designed
to improve the cognitive skills of kindergarten children. The study was
divided to address two skill sets:-

1- Mental processing skills.

2- Sensory motor skills.
The training & measurement period lasted from March 1% until April 30",
2005.
After visiting many Kindergartens, the researcher selected Mar Yousef K.G.
as the sample of the study.
The sample population of Mar Yousef fit the demands of the project and the
school administration permit to proceed the project.
The project theory of Cognitive Development & Cognitive Montessori
Philosophy in Sensory Education provided the theoretical framework for the

study.

Population of study:

The population of the study consisted of 138 Kindergarteners from Mar

Yousef. The test was applied to a sample of (17) kindergartener (6 males &



11 females). Representative sample is 12.4% of population of study for age
4-5 years, was selected randomly by their teacher.

Problem:

The major aim of the study sought to examine the impact of a training
program for the development of cognitive skills in kindergarteners. A wish
to deepen an understanding of development programs for children motivated
the researcher. To my knowledge, no such a study or similar studies

conducted among Palestinian children.

Method:

Before the implementation of the training, the researcher applied a pretest to
the participants and after the application of the training a posttest was
conducted to measure the impact of the training program.

The researcher hypothesized the following:

- The experimental group will exhibit a significant improvement in
mental processing skills after training.

- The experimental group will exhibit a significant improvement in
psychomotor skills after training.

- The sex of the participants will not be a significant variable in terms

of response to the training.

Results:

For hypothesis 1 and 2, the experimental group exhibited a significant
Improvement in both mental processing and sensory motor skills in response
to the training.

Male participants improved significantly more than females in quantity and

weight conservation. They also were significantly better than females in



beads knotting but, there were no significant differences between males and

females in the other skills. .

Recommendations:

The present study can be repeated, and it is recommended to expand the
study across more time with larger sample size to include a larger
geographical areas, Palestinian population and to expend the of experimental
curriculum.

The study shows that more facilities for recreation will enrich the cognitive
learning environment of children and generalizing from Ministry of Higher
Education with laying curriculum plan to kindergarten's teachers, containing

a basic cognitive development.
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